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Conclufion of the Accoint of the Enthiifiattn of thé 
MetuHopists andPApists compared. 


WN the preface to the fecond part of the Zatha- 
fiam, 8c, the author: replies to Mr: Whitefield’s 
remarks. See Monthly Review for Auguft, page 

282, &e. ; . 

As to Mr. Whitefield’s reproof of the Comparer, fot 

writing in a ftrain which ‘he calls irreligious banter, 

the jatcer obferves, that the papifts called bifhop Svii- 
lingfleet a theological buffoon, impioufly and profanely 
employing his wit in deriding and blafpheming the faints? 

And he defires to fucceed no better againft Methodifm 

than the bifhop did againft popery: . 

_ &s to his manner of writing, the Comparer further 

temarks, that (whether with levity or gravity) it af- 

fects not iti the heaft tite merits of the caufe; the ens 
thufiafm is exactly the fame.. The only queftion’ td 
the purpofe ws, fays he, ¢ Whether I have made my 

* quotations juftly avd fairly? let this be fuppofed ‘till 

‘ difproved. Something, however, more /érious, 

< horrible and fhocking; will appear toward the end of 

‘ this fecond part, and efpecially in the ¢hitd; where 
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‘ the nature of the fubjeét will be apt to raife abbor- 
© rence and indignation rather than laughter.’ — an 
* The author next vindicates-his~ parallel of the mon- 
tanifis; and anfwers Mr. Ws charge of inconftency, 
when he fays, ¢ That the methodifts might perbaps 
« fet out with real motives. of fincere piety,’ adding 
afterwards, * their fetting ovt with warm pretences to 
* reformation.’ He then replies to the charge of having 
exceeded the bounds of truth, in afferting that the 
methodifts began their adventures with field preach- 
ing *; and goes on anfwering all Mr. W’s objections 
in order, one after another, with an air of triumph, 
and indeed in fo matterly a manner, as feems_to bid 
fair for putting a fpeedy end to the controverfy. The 
nature of our work will not permit us to dwell on all 
the particulars argued on by thefe two champions, in 
Mr. Ws remarks, and in this preface; therefore we 
fhall only. take, notice of the moft important. 

Mr. W. had. charged the Comparer with calumny; 
and reproved him for abufing the methodifts, in call- 
ing them a * dangerous and prefumptuous: fect——— 
¢ {trolling predicants——— itinerant enthufiafts,?—— 
To which the comparer anfwers; ‘ If this.be.calumny, 
© it comes out of your own mouth: You have con- 
* feffed, or boafted of, every word and fyllable of. it.’ 
* You have confefled, ‘* mingling wildfire with your 
“ zealt: to groundlefs pretences to in/piration ; to im- 
“* poling your own {pirit upon the world, inftead of the 
$* Spirit of God (the very effence of enthufiafm) you 
* plead guilty: Prefumption among fome of your own 
** feé&t you readily grant:—And you doaf of wan- 
** dringinto feveral parts of the worid as a preacher.” 

As to the Comparer’s difturbing the afhes of the 
dead §, with regard to the late Mr. Sewara’s journal, 
* Who, fays our author, has done this more than the 
© methodifts ? who more than yourfelf? you have 
* created the author of the Whole Duty of Man, .agd 


* See Review, 


) p- 283. +t Mr. W’s Remarks. p. 31, 33, 35- 
§ Review, p. 285. | . 
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© archbifhop, Til/ot/on, in. a moft {currilous manner. 
¢ You 4 pisige the afbes of Luther, Calvin, 
« Zuinglius, Cranmer, Ridley, and Hooper; nay, of 
© Paul and Barnabas,.and have freely cenfured their 
“ faults, Mr. Seward publithed a journal full of calum- 
‘ ny, enthufiafm, dangerous and prefumptuous £enets, 
ftill working warmly in the methodifts: but he muft 
not be touched, becaufe he is dead. . And your rule 
muft be acknowledged a very expedient one. Fot 
then, had your good felf died before your récantation®, 
all your confefied falfties and impoftures muft have 
pafied for facred truths, without.any examination or 
* contradiction.’ : 

Mr. W. had intimated, that the Comparér, in con- 
fulting chiefly his journals, which were his earlieft 


writings t, had acted wi/ély enough for bis purpote, 


but not candidly ; fince there were later writings of his 
(Mr. W’s) which might as eafily have been procured, 
.To this our author replies, ‘ Indeed, Sir, I did not 
* care to lofe fo much time, nor probably, would 
your later writings turn out much to your ad- 
vantage, But, fuppofing the beft, mind the pretii- 
nefs of your argument : ——— It was the Comparer;’s 
purpofe to difcover Mr. Whitefield’s enthufiafms ; and 
thercfore he ought not to look for them where they 
were Lo be found, but where they were not? 

In the next page, the author proceeds to confider 


_what he calls Mr. W’s confeffion and recantation, 


You confefs, fays he, ** too much feverity in your 
“* firft zeal, by. far too much againft archbithop Té/lot- 
‘* fon :—Young awakened perfons are apt to run into 
** extremes, which fall off when. they have received the 


* The miftckes in fome of bis paft writings and condu@, which 
Mr..W. protefles to acknowledge (fee Review, p. 281) and aétually 


_ docs fo in his remarés, are generally looked upon as points of fuch 


importance, as amount to, in effect, a eiving up of the caufe. That 
ahe Comparer confiders them in this light, is evident from his calling 
them Mr. W's confeffion,. recantation, &c. and from his fo triume 
phangtreating him as a yielding and vanquifhed enemy. 


+ Review, p. 285—~288. 
| B. 2 “ Spirit 
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"6 (pivit of adoption ;——your journals- were’ fome of 
“€ your moft early performances, in the’ “very beight 
«of your firft popularity, which is ‘apt to’ make the 
“* firongeh bead run giddy, and-do things which after- 
“66 experience and riper judgment teach them to correé 
“© and amend. You ‘retract with all your heart 
«© your having defired or prayed for i-ufage, perfecy- 
“¢ zion, martyrdom, or death, &c. as proceeding from 
“ an irregular tho’ well-meant zeal ; now fincing your- 
“ felf'no ways fo difpofed. As to the doctrine of 
“< affurances, you readily grant, that fome of the me- 
“‘ thodifts, who really had not: this affrance, have 
* prefumpiuoufly imagined they had: it; there being 
“ counterfeit as well as current coin, sere 38.) — 
«* You confefs you were followed with the Ho/annas of 
*“ the multitude; and your too ftrong expreffions con- 
* cerning ab/olute reprobation , and your expofing 
“ your friend Mr. Wefley (Rem. p. 39 )—That in‘ the 
«© colle€tion of letters (written by the methodifts) 
«© many things were very exceptionable ; which there- 
« fore have been /upprejfed for fome ‘years :———T hat 
*¢ you don’t now approve of making a /ottery of the 
“ Scriptures :——-That your miftakes and blunders have 
“¢ been frequent ; and when you are made fenfdle of 
«any more, they fhall be publickly acknowledged and 
“6 retracted : That when you have carried bigh 
'¢ fail, running thro’ a whole torrent of popularity and 
** contempt, you have been in danger of over/etting :— 
«© That you mentioned Divine communications with de- 
* grees of vanity: Something of your own imagination 
*t may poffibly be blended with methodifmy; nay, that 
“* “imagination has mixed itfelf with, the work ‘cannot be 
¢ denied :—You confcfis many offences and divifions 
*¢ among yourilelves; and own it mut needs be that 
“¢ fuch offences come,” 

The Comparer had, in his firft part, p..48. charged 

. the methodifts with ftealing the facred fire trom hea- 
“ven, by bold pretences to revelations, infpirations, 
€fc. and afk’d where would thefle bold enrhufiafts 
\ ftop? To this Mr. Wereplied, Rem. p. 33. That 
«ec he 
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% he -would,,anfwer® for one; even bere,. Sir? \And I 
<< will freely and readily acknowledge, that you and 
‘s gibers have had too much octafion for refleétion, by 
<¢ feveral things that have been unwarily dropped up 
«“ and down in my journals.” 

Remember then, fays the Comparer, that by ffopping 
bere you give up the remaining parts, and plead guilty 
tothe moft ¢apital articles of my charge: Which were 
“ Divine prefences, particularly Chritt vifble in the fa 
“ crament, fitting at the head of the sable, and talking 
“ to Mr. Whitefield; — familiar communications, and 
“© amorous converfations with God ;— extraordimary re~ 


6© velations, infpirations, {pecial directions, miffions, calls; . 


‘© extacies, vifions, 8c.” : 
On the foregoing confeffien, the Comparer makes 


feveral obfervations, 1. He defires Mr. W. to.acquainic- 


us with the precife time of his own réceivingthe /pirit 
of adoption, that we may: know when he got clear of 
thofe extreams that young awakened perfous dré. apt to 


fall into, and attained a juft medium. 


2. * When, fays he, .you make exew/és for your 
* groundlefs. pretences to t#/piration, a divine commiffion, 
© &c. on account of your moft carly days, and in the 
* beight-of your firft popularity, when your 4ead was 
giddy, you hereby confefs that you was mof. popular 
when you was the greate/? liar; beft loved and ad- 
mired when you feduced the multitude by cheat and 
impopure.. And what a fine compliment is this to 
your followers underfianding! and your own integrity ? 

What fools have you made of s#hem; and what a 
kn— of yourfelf ? i: 

3. * You confefs, that ‘* Hofanna was your own 
‘** word, wrong and unguarded.” (See Monthly Review, 
p: 288.) * rong and unguarded! what a tender \expref- 
* fon’ of this: great offence? and how, poffibly could 
* your own mind abftract from profanenefs, ati applica- 
* sion to yourself of the divine honour patdcto the aor- 
* able Redtemer of mankind ? 18 


ee ee ee ee ee ee. 


4. * Whereas you fay, **-The offences and divé- 


** fions:among,: yourfelves. were about fome nonseffen 
B 3 * ials ; 
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*¢ sials 3° —* Is this the truth ? and will you ftand 
‘ to your own words? © Can differing about non- 
* effentials be reconciled to your accufing each other 
* of preaching damnable and effentially-erroneous doc- 
* trines, horrid blafphemies, another gofpel, 8c, This 
© being the cafe, *tis plain you quarrel’d about effen- 
* tials, or elfe you are mutually falfe accufers ‘of’ your 
¢ brethren. Either way there is fomething effentially 
* unchriftian among you.’ : 

The author has, in this preface, many ‘other re- 
marks (moft of them very desting, from the mix- 
ture of drollery he has thrown into them) on Mr. Ws 
penitentials and retractations ; of which, however, we 
fhal] make no further extracts, but’ préceed to the 
treatife itfelf, viz. The 2d part of the enthufiafm of the 
Methodifts and Papifis compared. But firft, Mains 

We fhall here obferve, once for all, that what- 
ever enthufiafms, &c. the author charges upon the 
methodifts (all which he picks out of their own 
writings) he produces parallel inftances of; from the 
writings and hiftorians of thofe popifh faints and fchif- 
matics that have from time to time infefted the Chrif- 
tian world ; but of thele latter we fhall take no notice 
in our extracts, but confine ourfelves to the mere~-en- 

ining view,of our own countrymen and contem- 
poraries, the methodifts, exhibiteed-n-this-work. 
~The author begins his firft fection with ‘informing 
us, that in order to difcharge a promife, and in hopes 
of doing fore little fervice to the caufe of true reli- 
gion, he ventured to publifh a 2d part againft the 
methodifts: Wherein, fays he, I fhall farther con- 
fider fome of the circumftances attending théir new 
miniftration; its tendency, influence and effects, 
What firft occurs to my thoughts, is the. boafted fuc- 
cefs of their) preaching, proved by the numbers of 
their followers and converts. 

Here, continues he, they triumph beyond meafure, 
and perhaps not without fome degree of foundation. 
For confidering how inconfiderate and injudicious, how 
unlearned and unftable a large porijoh of mankind is, 
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-with their various ‘infirmities and difeafes of 
mind and body, it muft be allowed that——The of- 
tentation of a fanétified look, fpecious addrefs, fantaf- 
tical oddities, innovations in doéfrine and places of 
teaching,zealous profeffions of piety, affectation of godly 
and feripture phrafes, and high pretenfions to infpi- 
ration, Fc. will hardly fail of drawing and deceiving 
the multitude. res 
In fetion 2d. The author, takiag“ep that vein of 
raillery wiliich, as we have already obferved, very 
much enlivens his work, fays, if we duly weigh mat- 
ters, how can the methodift teachers be otherwife than 
powerful converters ? What heart can ftand out againft 
their perfuafive eloquence, their extravagant fine 
flights and allufions? Where is any thing fo fublime 
and elevated? What fo melting, tender and amorous, 
fo foft and fo fweet? In the fublime, ** God * gives 
** chem a text, directs them to a method on the pulpit- 
“ ftairs; the Lamb of God opens their mouth, and 
‘¢ fiter Williams who,’ is’near the Lord, opens her 
** mouth to confirm it: So. that - all: oppofers 
‘¢ are ftruck dumb and confounded. ‘Fefus rides from 
congregation to congregation, breathing courage 
** and ftrength into his ambs, and carrying all before 
** him.—He rides in the chariot of the go/pel, moft 
triumphantly indeed : And the preacher fits in 
the chariot of his Lord’3 dear arms, leaning every 
«< day in his dofom, and fucking the breafts of his 
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6. confolation ; while his danner of love is fpread over 


‘© him.—The arrows of the Lord fly thro’ the con- 
«© gregation, and -Mr, Whitefield gives them a bome 
<< ftroke.—Heavily indeed do they drive, when God 
“< takes off their chariot wheels: But when God is a- 
*° nointing the wheels of their fouls ;—’tis {weet to be at 


_ “ full firetch for God; — to come to a faving clofure 


“* with Chriff ; to lay all their concerns on bis /boulders ; 
**'=-or leap into a burning fiery furnace, without fear, 


* All from here to the end of the paragraph, the author marks 
as their own words, 
B 4. “ which 
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** which would ferve as, a fiery chariot to carry their 
*F fouls'to heaven, While they fee poor finners hang- 
€* ing as it, were by a fingle 1 hair, infenfible of their 
“* danger, ‘over the flames, of bell,” 

How. pretty is i¢ when, ** the infants, babes, and 
“© queaklings of grace, require daily to. be berne on the 
*< fides of Chrift,' and be. dandled upon his knees—'ulk 
** they come towalk continually under the droppings of 
“his blood? ‘They fee the feet Fefus fhewing, his 
“* Jovely, face; and -his favours and precious promifes 
“* drop down bis lilly-lips like fuccet-/melling myrrh. They 
$* know. that. his arms, are round them ; for his arms 
** are like the rain.dow,” 

What. tender, fweet and.-endearing appeliations § 
*¢ Our glorious foul-brotherss, and fociesies. of «women 3 
$4 ean precious, cheice' dowe-feafts; poor: fouls un 
s* der'concern, fweet fociétics of feeking fouls ;———+ 
“* dear; precious, poor -little {weet lambs ;—- among 
** them a gracious melting is vifible.—:Their ab/ent 
“* friends they hope are on the top of Pifgab, and 
“* they fend dem a thoufand kiffes : — The decea/ed, 
$* in their filent grave, fweetly fleep in that bed per- 
‘* fumed by our dear Lord,— The hearers, fays one, 
*¢ were melted into tears $ my heart was. full of love's 
“< theirs alfo. were imuch - affected :— They would 
<¢ run andftop me in the alleys, bug mein their arms, 
$* and: follow me with. wi/bful looks-—They had an 
“* over-weening fondne/s. for me.—Many faid where thou 
‘* g0¢ft Lawill go: Where thou lodgeft I will lodge. — 
e Brother Whitefield pteached ;—’twas enough to melt 
“ the bardeft heart ; fo the fiviles of a: cherubim were in 
‘* Dis countenance.” 

In feétion, 3. The author obferves of Mr. Whitefiela’s 
account of God's dealings with him, tliat (befides a deep 
tincture. of fuperftition, enthufiafm, and vain-glory) 
it is fuch a boyifh, ludicrous, filthy, nafty, and fhame- . 
Jefs relation of himfelf, as quite defiles paper, and is 
fhocking to decency and modefty. °’Tis a perfec 
* of uncleannefs ; and yet he affures us, ¢ that he 
¢ was much preffed in Spirit to publifh it, — the oly 
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¢ frit bringetb things to his femembrance' he had» 
¢ “prayed for ftrength to, write it, and at-laft thad power 
¢ given, and was offfed init.’ What any man. in his. 
fenfes would be afhamed to own, is pio/ly afctilied ta, 

His Seong dealings is fach a thorough and fulfome:’ 
ftrain of vaih-glory and boafting,: felf-conceit,: felf-ap-. 
plaufe, and. felffufficieney, as: fhews Spiritual-pride to. 
full lengths! and: in, its true colours. The-fame-fpmici, 
runs through all. bis journals, &&c. The author in- 
ftances in:fuch paflages as ahefe, Mr. W. fpicaking of. 
himfelf, mentions his beginning to *S grow opepular,\ 
and to have honour even‘in his ew coanirys+—After 
fermon, enguiry-was made who he.was, and there was 
fach crouding tohear him :=eA. hearty groan runs thio? 
the congregation, when he Speaks, any thing effacing ; 
and he owns the pleafure of hearing the faceels of his dif- 
courfe upon two littlechildren,whom he made:to ery, and 
to.go home to their prayers ; and, wheh.a /i/tlegir/ of 13 
comes to enquire about the ftate-of\her foul, and fays.fhe 
was pricked thtough andthrough with the power of the 
word. The tide of popularity, fays he,.began to 
run very mgh: I carried: hgh’ fail, thoufands and ten 
thoufands came to hear me; — my /ermons, wete: called 
for, — whenlbpreached, ong might walk upon people’s 
heads : — God fuffered them (the oppofcrs) norte 
move a tongue againft me:+—Trees and hedges full, all 
hufhed when fk began. —:God only can tell how the 
hearers were melted down.:—They would-have plucks 
ed out their eyes, and have given them unto. me. — 
I was crowded, admired,=faluted, hands kiffed, hug: 
ged,—they miele, weep, hang upon- me, want to fas 
Jute me :—rective mé as au angebof God :—their hearts 
leap for joy, — bells ring, + eXprefs their love td me 
many ways, All agreed:it was never feen.on this wile 
before. —Great fhouts of rejoicings at my: ftaying.”* 

Buc what a fad parting is.ic always beoween Dim 
and his admirers ? “¢ Strong cries:and: tears, fighs and 
groans,—ready to break their hearts and dis Young. 
and old burft into.a flood of tears, like water oulhing 
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out of the ftony rock.—’Twould melt every one down ' 
to fee it. Tongue can’t — the forrow : They weep ° 


valoud and forely, as thoug 
their firft-dorn.” 

What bragging of favours, entertainments, libera- 
Jities, 8c: prefents from gentlemen,- and efpecially 
eleé? ladies, and honourable women? ** A bank-bill of 
ten pounds, as a prefent to my/e/f: This I took as a 
bint from Providence to go on: (very rightly judged, 
fays the Comparer) —various prefents as tokens of their 
love; — Thus. fhall it be done to the man whom God dee 
lighteth to bonour.”? 

' Mr.-Seward, in his journal, ** Hell trembles before 
our brother Whitefield where ever he comes; the king- 
dom of darknefs totters, and is fhaken; vice fculks its 
guilty head, and retires to fecret corners.” | 

Whitefield’s journal. ‘* Come ye pharifees, come 
and: fee the Lord Fefus getting himfelf the victory. 
Every thing falls before me :—Dear brother Harris re-: 
minded me, — and God fuggefted to me, that now I 
was like Fofhua, fubduing the devoted nations, and 
dividing the land.” 

Among the many inftances cited by the author from 
the methodift’s writings, to fhew their great dealings 
in prophecies and miracles, the following are remark- 
able. , 

Whitefield’s journal. ‘*-God will make his power to 
be known in me.—And yet J ball fee greater things 
than thefe.—J /hall be exalted.—T here certainly will be 
a fulfilling of thofe things which God by bis Spirit hath 
fpoken unto my foul.—There are many promifes to be 
fulfilled in me.— This 1 know, what I have fpoken 
from God will come to pafs: Lo! it will !?— 

Methodift Jesters. ** Our glorious foul-brother had 
it revealed to him in /pirit, thefe two years, that fome 
fuch as he fhould be fent of God into thefe parts. — 
The Lord revealed himfelf to a child about feven years 
old in an amazing manner :—In a rapture, and by the 
uncommon earneftnefs the Spirit gave her to wreftle 
for the churches, fhe thought that an uncommon —_ 
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would be wrought on the earth.’ Many fuch inftances 
of the outpouring of the fpirit we have among us.” 
-s' Sometimes Mr. Whitefield, fays the author, throws 
out his predi€tions of the perfecutions he is to-undergo, 
‘and (according to his ufual modefty) in analogy to the 
Soferings of Corift,** Yet alittle while, and a uffering 
‘time will ‘come, © ¢annot ‘follow him now, but I foalt 
follow bim hereafter. — My hour is not yet come.—1 find 
the infinite wifdom of God in fending me to England. 
But God will manifeft his mighty arm in the /alvation 
of Georgia.” | | 
. Here the author humoroufly remarks, that befides 
the gift of prophecy, we have a new argument for the 
‘infinity of God’s wifdom, which he hopes all future 
-writers on the Divine Attributes will remember, viz. The 
fending Mr. Whitefield from Georgia into England. 

Mr. Seward (fee his journal, ‘p. 86.) fell from his 
‘horfe without the leaft hurt, not fo much as of his 
foot againft a ftone; the reafon given is—God’s fending 
“bis angel to preferve bim. —** Loft in a Wood, fays 
Mr. W. God fent a guide to direct us right.”—Again, 
“« I had a great boarfenefs, and was deferted before I 
went up into the pulpit, but God ftrengthened me, fo as 
‘to be heard by all.— God took away my bhoarfenefs, that 
I could lift up my voice like a trumpet.”, 

Weflzy’s journal, ** At our love-feaff, befides the 
‘pain in my back and head, and a fever, I was feized 
with fuch a cough, that I could hardly fpeak’; at the 
‘fame time came ftrongly into my mind, Thefe fgns 
fall follow them that believe. 1 called on Jefus aloud to 
" increafe my faith,— While I was fpeaking my pain 
vanifbed. The'fever left me. My bodily ftrength re» 
turned ; and for many weeks I fele neither weaknefs 
nor pain.—Another time, feized with fuch a pain that I 
could not fpeak. 1 knew my remedy, and immediately 
"kneeled down, In a moment the pain was gone.” 

The fame account we have of God’s clearing up the 
‘weather, for the fake of the: methodifts. * It rained 
very hard, fays Whitefield, (Journal 3.-p. 93.) but 
upon praying that God would be pleafed to: withhold 
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the faip,'it) was done immediately,” But’ Wefley, 
“¢ travelling on foot, in the night, in a. heavy rain, 
weary, and not knowing the way,” has a growp of mira- 
cles to: relieve him in each particular,. ** O that thou 
wouldeft ftay the bottles of heaven! or, at-leaft, give 
‘me light, | or an honeft: guide, or feme help in the 
manner ‘thou knoweft !' Prefent/y the rain ceafed ; the 
moon broke out; anda friendly man. overtook me, 
who fet me on his. own horfe, and walked by my 
fide.” >. ser fev’ f. | 
In fection 7. p. 51. The author, who hitherto con- 
fiders'the methodifis under. their  higheft pretenfions, 
anda flow of exultations, obferves that they do not 
always''go.on fo fmoothly and {wimasingly ; meeting 
with various rubs and obftructions, and grievous ene- 
mies and. fufferings in their way. —It,is to be noted, 
that whatever favours and promotes their caufe is from 
God.;. whatever oppofition and obftrudtion' they meét 
with, from the devil. ' : 
Mr. Whitefield. “ Tb had then power ever my /e- 
eret.and darling fin. But being fometimie. after over- 
taken. in liquor—Satan gained his ufual advantage over 
me. An experimental proof to my poor. foul, how 
that wicked eve makes-ufe of men as machines, work- 
ing them up to juft what he pleafes,.’? — Which is an 
artivl'way, fays the\Camparer, of throwing the blame 
upon Saiai, and making fin an involuntary thing; 
when -tHe man was led: away- voluntarily by his own 
lui and\intemperanee : And Satan has reafon to com- 
plain: of injuftice. done him. — Again, Mr. W. fays, 
-*¢ Gedonly knows how many nights I have-Jain groan- 
-ing}; and: bidding Satan depart from me.” 
Theauthor next fhews how greatly Mr. W. has 
been troubled: with the-Ayp, fpleen, orvapours, accord- 
ing to disown account, the’ Mr. W. himfelf does not 
feem ‘to: have: been fenfible of the diftemper, as fuch, 
but calls it the oppreffions of the wicked one; who’ was 
contingally ¢breatning. and affrighting him, The in- 
{tances queted from his writings, to thew how greatly 
he was, afflicted with this diforder, fufficiently account 


for 
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for all Mr, W’s extravagances, and inftead of proving 


him a bypocrite or impoftor, ‘in thole days ‘at teaft, as 
the Comparer frequently attempts, may be’ thought 
enough to prove him to have been then a madman, 
whatever “he may have appeared to be fince. —* At 
this time, fays:‘Mr. W. “(1. Dealing, p. 38.) Satan 
ufed ‘to terrify me much; and: threatued to punifb me, 
if I difcovered his wiles’; —I thought the devil would 
appear to me every ftair I ‘went up. — And he fo trow- 
bled me When 1 lay“down to ref, that for fome weeks I 
fearce flept-above three hours at a time.—Wanted to 
fee fin as if was, but feared leaft the fight fhould fer- 
rify me to death. — Satan fo impotfed upon my under- 
ftanding, that he perfuaded me to fout myfelf up in 
my fi, till I could do good with a fipgle eye? — 
This Mr: W. explains elfewhere, ‘* Satan keeps me in 
my clofet near fix weeks, becaufe I could not do’ any 
thing with a fingle intention: i. e. Was, fays the Com- 
parer, a hypocrite: But adds he, why Satan’ fhould 
endeavour to cure Mr. W. of his hypocrify, I can’t 
conjecture.—Js not this paffage a firong fymptom of mad- 
ne/s? Indeed, Mr. W. himfelf feems, in one of his 
intervals, to have been fomewhat confcious that this 
was his real cafe. For, (Dealing 1. p. 41.) he fays; 
“* The devil alfo fadly impofed upon me in the mat- 
ter of my college exercifes—I had no power to com- 
‘pofe or write a word,—had a violent inward check not 
to go down into the hall—The next week he ferved 
me fo again.—My tutor, as -well he might, took me 
to be really mad.—Being urged with the command in 
fcripture, to be fubjeét to the higer powers; 1 anfwer- 
ed, yes; but I had a new revelation. Lord, what is 
man ?’*—-What is man indeed, fays our author, whea 
he muft charge upon fatan his own moody perverfe- 
nefs, or inability to compofe; and pretend’a gxew 
revelation again{t obedience enjoined by the o/d?— 
T would now afk what otherwife than has happened, 
could be expected from one who fets our; and begins 
his new difpenfation, with fuch phrenzies as himfelf 
has publithed ? Youth, a pious intention, fancied oppref- 
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Sion of fatan, and real, indifpafition of body,—may pers 


haps be pleaded in his, excufe. And no. doubt. very 
juitly ;, had not. his whole future conduct, his uncha- 
ritable charaéters and daccufations of his dretbren, his 
indecent and rude treatment of his /uperiors and go- 
vernors, his vanity and proud boaftings, his unwarrant- 
able-and. high prefumptions, his obtruding upon’ the 
world bis own fancies. for divine infpirations, carrying 
onall along a new revelation againft the old in facred 
writ, and thereby deceiving many, &c.. had not all 
this, and more, render’d him inexcu/able... Excufes 
are fcarce allowable to fuch exorbitances. | 
The author next quotes paflages from Mr. Seward’s 
journal, that fhew him to have been_no lefs.an enthu- 
fiaft, or madman, than Mr. Whitefeld,; who gives this 
pleafant anecdote of his brother Seward, viz. ** That 
his circumftances, both defore and in his converfion, 
much refembled thofe of St. Pau/.—It pleafed God to 
reveal his Son unto him, and-to caft him down to the 
earth—by eight days ficknefs; in which time he fearce 
ever eat, or drank, or flept, and underwent great in- 
ward agonies and tortures: — When God fent a-poor 
travelling woman, that came to fell fraw toys, to in- 
ftruct him in the nature of our /econd birth.” | 
_ Among the many inftances of the devil’s dealings 
with the methodift teachers, quoted by our. author 
from their own writings, fome are very diverting. 
What can be merrier than this whimfical, tho’ /ata- 
nical prank, related by Mr. We/ley in his journals, viz. 
The cafe of feveral ** breaking out into horrid fits of 
Taughter ; buffeted by fatan, by fuch a /pirit of laughter, 
as they could in no wife reff, though it was pain and 
grief unto them :—One laughing ull almoft: ftrangled. 
—Some were offended, and would not believe but 
they could help laughing if they would: —But God 


fuffered fatan to teach them better. They were fud- 


denly feized in the fame manner, /aughing almoft with- 
out ceafing, Thus they continued for fwo days, a 
fpectacle to all.— And both bim/elf and brother had 


been buffeted in the fame manner, when they walked 


out 
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out: to Ims-in'a meadow. Nor could: they 
poflibly a 


; though ready to tear themfelves..in' 
pieces ; but were forced to go home, without finging, 


another line.” 


In feétion 16, The Comparer {peaks of the.metho- 
difts-uncharitable and prefumtuous application of di- 


vine judgments, and accounting diverfe misfortunes: 


and afflictions which befall private perfons, or the na- 
tion, as fo many {extraordinary punifhments, and pe- 
nal prodigies, for oppofition to themfelves, or their 
caufe,. They are the favourites for whom all is done, 

Whether, fays;he, Mr. Whitefield has ‘often taken 
upon him this direétion of God’s judgments, I don’t 
recollect: But Mr. Wefley will make full amends, The 
former, indeed, hearing of one great oppofer’s being 
given over, and the death of another, cries out, 
<¢ they are going to give an account of their hard 
fpeeches and writings againft the methodifts.”” But 
the latter fpeaks more plainly, (in his 4th journal.) 
6¢ Mr, Molther, (once his fpiritual guide and confeffor, 
but afterwards quarrelling with him) was, fays he, 
taken ill this day. I believe it was the hand of God 
—upon-him.—I was informed of an aweful Providence. 
A wretch curfing and blafpheming, and labouring 
with all his might to binder the word of God; and 
threatning to do it again. But God laid bis hand upon 
him, and on Sunday he was buried.”? We have alfo 
a remarkable inftance of God’s fending judgments on 
the /and, in proportion to the oppofition made to the 
methodifts. This was at the time of the late wars 
and rebellion. ‘* 1 cannot but believe, fays Wefley 
(Farther appeal, p. 238—g.) it is chiefly on this ae- 
count, (oppofing the methodifts) that God hath now 
a controverfy with our land. You cannot pofibly help 
obferving, that whenever there hath been any thing 
like a publick attempt to fupprefs this new fect, another, 
and another publick trouble arofe. This hath been re- 
peated fo often, that ’tis furprifing any man of fenfe can 
avoid taking notice of it.—What remains but the ful- 
filling of that dreadful word 2?” 
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Bold! and confidenc’as he‘is, fays the agthor, I tan’ 
imagine how ‘it’ was pofible any on fhould oblerve: 
what mever was, i, @ any public attempt to fupprefs 
the methodifts. Suppofe one fhould of “him >whae 
public ‘attempt ‘there ‘was, or any’ thing dike it, ‘to 
raife pet Hea the. methodifts, “before the nation 
was ‘bleffed and relieved ‘by the ‘battle cof Culloden ? 
What ‘tolerable anfwer ‘could he make? This is the 
way of ‘them. ‘All’heaven muft ‘be’ interefted and 
paffionately concerned to fupport theit wild freaks, 
gratify their four bumours, and bring forth ‘its artillery 
at their deck. The fy, ficting upon the chariot wheel, 
cries@ut, what a duft do I raife ? and if a fly-flapper 
be held up to blow it off, it muft fake nations ! 

In fe€tion 19. The Comparer confiders the mutual 


jealoufies and envyings of the methodifts 5 their divi- — 


fions, fierce and rancorous quarrels, and accufations 
of one another of heinotis crimes. It was not long; 
fays he, e’re the lovely loving pair came to daggers 
drawing. Mr. Wefley having heard much of Mr. 
Whitefield’s unkind behaviour, fays, ** he told me, bé 
and I preached two different gofpel+ ; that he would not 
join me, or give me the fight hand of fellowfhip ¢ 
but would publickly preach againft me and my bre- 
ther.”?—They actually write and publifh againft each 
other. Wafley charges Whitefield with imprudence for 
publifhing at all, as putting weapons into their hands 
who loved neither of them ; — with publifhing a meer 
burlefque s—with making an open and, probably; an 
irreparable breach between them, by a éreachérows 
wound, and bewraying of fecrets”* Hence *tis’ well 
known they divided, and formed /éparate parties; Mr: 
Wefey, in his fermon on free grace ** ts indifpenfibly 
obliged to oppose the other, for the horrible bla/phemies 
of bis horrible dofivine.” : 
The author next takes a view of the rancorous con- 
tentions between Mr. Wefley and the Moravians, whom 
the deferibes as fome of: the worft of men, both in 
prineiple and practice; and yet (fuch is his morly 
mixture of antipathy and fimpathy, with regard to 
4 them) 
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them) he defires an union with them above all things 
under heaven.— What fcurrility of language do the 
Moravians throw out againft Mr. Wefley? * The 
foundation on which be ftands is as different from the 
irue, asthe right hand from the left, and they have 
no bope for him in this ftate. They are afhamed of 
hiscompany :—They charge him with putting darknefs 
for light, and light for darknefs; preaching fale doc- 
trine. They have often heard both him and his bro- 
ther preach popery :—They are both falfe prophets :— 
Inftruéting poor fouls in fuch errors, that they will be 
damn’ d at laft :—Having eyes full of adultery, and lead- 
ing unftable fouls in the way of damnation: — Mr. 
Wefley is a child of the devil, the fervant of corruption, 
for whom the mift of darknefs is referved for ever.” 

And how does Mr. Wefley turn their own artillery 
upon them ?—Their doctrine is a new gofpel, occa- 
fioning grievous confufions :— Their way differs as 
much from the Jidle way, as light from darknefs :’— 
But what need we quote more? Let us ftop here, and 
afk, with the Comparer, is this methodi/m ? 


And reign fuch mortal feuds in heavenly minds ? 


But how ftands the matter among the difciples? 
Why, one party fticks to Whitefield, whofe another 
gofpel is better than Wefley’s another gofpel. A fecond 
party fticks to Wefley for juft as good a reafon. Some 
are fo loft to grace, that they renounce both. of them, 
leaving methodifm totally in the lurch. — Others, in 
great numbers fall away to the Moravians, and into 
dangerous and wicked tenets: In general, they are al- 
together by the ears.—Tbe author continues this 2d part 
55 pages further 5 but we prefume our view of this article 
is already extended far enough. GF - 
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Conclufion of Mr. Whifton’s Memoirs of bis own Life. 


¥ N page 18. the author mentions the method he 

had recourfe to when young, for relief in ‘his 
hypochondria, ‘* I was, fays he, become fo vapour- 
ed and timorous at home, that I was ready to faint 
away if I did but go a few ftones-caft from our own 
houfe. My father obferved it, and fearing the in- 
creafe of that diftemper, and its bad confequences in my 
future life, he forced me to walk four miles on a frofty 
morning. When I found myfelf pretty well, both on 
my journey and return, I began to take a little more 
courage; and that degree of melancholy wore off, 
tho’ a leffer degree of it always has, and I fuppofe will, 
continue with me ail the days of my life.” 

As fuch inftances as thefe may prove ferviceable to 
mankind, we fhall give you another from p. 20-—21, | 
viz. While the author was an undergraduate at Clare- 
hall, Cambridge, about the year 1688, he one fum- 
mer obferved, that his eyes began tobe defective, and 
dazzled (as he expreffes it) after an aukward manner. 
This he imagined might arife from too much appli- 
cation to ftudy; which he therefore relaxed for a 
fortnight, in hopes of recovering his ufual fight, by 
walking, during that time, much abroad in the green 
fields 3 but found himfelf difappointed. ‘At this time 
he was informed of a perfon mentioned by Mr. Boyle, 
who had new whited the wall of his ftudy or cham- 
ber, upon which the fun fhone, and ufed to read in 
that glaring light, and thereby loft his fight for a time, 
till upon hanging the place where he ftudied with 
green, he recovered it again, ‘This was Mr, Whifton’s 
cafe in a lefs degree, both as to the caufe and remedy. 
For he and his chamber-fellow had newly whited their _ 
room, into which the afternoon fun fhone, and where 
Mr, Whifton ufed to read*; and upon this informa- 
tion, he retired to his ftudy, hung it with green, and 
recovered his ufual fight, which fay he, ** God be 


* Among his ftudies, the mathematicks, only, took him up eight 
hours a day, 
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praifed,” is hardly worfe now, that I perceive, at 
fourfcore years of age, than it was in my youthful 
days. 

Mr. Whifton’s father dying while he was at Clare- 
ball, he fell under the care of his mother the widow, 
whofe comparative fmall means for feven children, 


made it difficult for her to fupport our author ébere. ° 


“© And had the expences of a collegiate life, fays he, 
been as extravagant then as they are now, or had I 
not lived as frugally as poffible, fhe would not have 
been able to have given me my degrees, efpecially 
that of mafter of arts; in which the prefentof 5/. from 
‘bifhop Moor, was then a kind and feafonable addition ; 
and partly an occafion of my acceptance of the place 
of his chaplain afterwards.” : 

Soon after the author was made fellow of Clare-ball, 
he fet up for a tutor there; in which he was encou- 
raged by archbifhop Ti/lot/on, who fent his nephew to 
be his pupil. But Mr. Whiffon’s ill-ftate of health 
foon obliged him to quit this undertaking : And then 
it was that he became chaplain to the above bifhop. 

In 1693, being become A, M. and fellow of 
the college, he intended to take holy orders; but 
as the fubfcriptions, €¢. for his degree of mafter 
of arts had made him fo uneafy that he could hardly, 
even then, perfuade nimfelf to comply with them, 
and has, ever fince he examined into primitive Chrif- 
tianity, abfolutely refufed them, fo now, when he was 
to take orders, he had no mind to apply himfelf to 
a bifhop, how excellent foever, who had come into 
the place of any who were not fatisfied with the 
oaths to king William and queen Mary, and fo had 
been deprived, fays he, ‘* for prefering confcience 
to preferment.” — However, Mr. Whifton fortunately 
pitched upon the great Licyd, bifhop of Litchfield and 
Coventry, by whom he was ordained. After which 
he returned to the college, and went on with his 
ftudies there, particularly the methematicks, and the 
Cartefan philofophy, which was alone in vogue wit 
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us at that time. But it was not long before he, with 
immenfe pains, but no affiftance, fet himfelf, with the 
utmoft zeal, to the ftudy of Newton’s wonderful dif- 
coveries in his Principia: Being greatly excited there- 
to by a paper of Dr. Gregory’s, when he was profeffor in 
pee Ob wherein he had given the moft prodigious 
commendations tu that work, as coming from a divine 
genius ; and had caufed feveral of his fcholars to keep 
aéls, as we call them, upon feveral branches of the 
Newtonian philofophy ; while we at Cambridge (fays 
Mr. Whifton) poor wretches! were ftudying the ficti- 
tious hypothefis of the Cartefian. 

During his being chaplain to bifhop Moor, Mr. 
Whifton publifhed his firft work, 4 new theory of the 
earth, from its original, to the confummation of all things, 
which was very well received by the learned world ; 
and was particularly commended by Mr. Locke. See 
his letter to Molyneaux. 

In page 50, the author introduces ten religious me- 
ditations, which he wrote in the five firft years of his 
refiding in Cambridge. Thele make 37 pages. Their 
fubjects are. 1. Upon the fcandalous lives of many 
minifters. 2. On the neglect of the fabbath. 3. On 
the temptations of the devil. 4. On the reafonablenefs 
of religion. 5. On the late great changes, and the 
prefent pofture of affairs in England, 8&c. This is dated 
May 5. 1689. 6. A lamentation of the decay of true 
piety, and practical Cariftianity, 7, Of death. 8. On 
oceafion of the author’s having juft taken his degree 
of batchelor of arts. g. Of atheifm fpeculative and 
practical. 10. On occafion of Mr. Hollis’s death, 
Fuly 15. 1691. and the author’s being chofe fellow the 
next day. After thefe follow a fermon, on Deut. vi. 
10, 14, 12. it is dated Clare-hall, Decem. 17. 1698. 
This difcourfe ends in page 105. And in the four 
following pages he gives feveral anecdotes of the fa- 
mous Dr. Bentley, to prove how great a /ceptic the 
doctor was, ‘* But take notice, fays he, that I only 
fay fceptici/m, not infidelity. For I take the evidence 
for the truth of the bible to be fo prodigioufly ftrong, 
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that no perfons fo learned as Dr. Bentley and Dr. Hare 
can, I believe, by any temptation, proceed further 
than fceptici{m.” 

rb .* r. Bentley’s grand difpute with Mr. Boyl, 
and his learned friends, at Oxford, about the epiftles 
of Phalaris, which was efteemed then fo important, 
that the great bifhop Lisyd was drawn into the chro- 
nological part of it, and which then made a mighty 
noife in the world; our author fays, ‘* he cannot 
but wonder, that any ferious clergyman fhould divert 
from their facred employment, to enter into fuch 
ufelefs and trifling fpeculations, Laymen, he allows, 
may divert themfelves as well with fuch literary 
amufements, as with hunting or hawking: But for 
clergymen, who are to give themfelves wholly to facred 
matters ; #0 avoid foolifh and unlearned queftions, know- 
ing that they do gender ftrife, 2 Tim. How they can 
fatisfy their confciences in fo doing, if they be in earneft 
in their religion, is hard, exceeding hard, to fay.”— 
To the foregoing is fubjoined feveral anecdotes of Dr. 
Hare, to prove him a {ceptick ; alfo of the late Dr. 
Cannon, whom he goes a great way towards proving a 
deift, if not an atheift.—Then follows a ftory of king 
William and archbifhop Tillotfon, concerning that 
monarch’s amour with the lady Vii/lers; and then the 
author returns a little to his own hiftory, but more 
to that of Bentley and Hare; and introduces a ftory of 
the late Dr. Halley, which deferves notice. 

Halley being thought of to fucceed to a mathema- 
tic profefforfhip at Oxford, bifhop Stillingfleet was de- 
fired to recommend him at court ; which, hearing that 
he was a fceptick, and a banterer of religion, the bifhop 
fcrupled to do, till his chaplain had examined him on 
this head. But Mr. Halley was fo fincere in his infi- 
delity, that he would not fo much as pretend to believe 
the Chriftian religion, tho’ he thereby was likely to 
lofe his profefforfhip ; which he did accordingly: Yet 
was Mr. Halley afterwards chofen into the like profef- 
forfhip there, without any pretence to the belief of 
Chriftianity. ‘* Nor was there, adds the author, any 
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enquiry made about my fucceffor’s Chriftianity, even 
when the univerfity of Cambridge had juft banifhed me 
for believing and examining it fo thoroughly, that I 
hazarded all I had in the world for it.” 

In 1698, Bithop Moor gave Mr. Whifton the living 
of Loweftoft cum Keffingland, in Suffolk; where he la- 
boured greatly in all the duties of a truly Chriftian 
paftor. But he was foon recalled to Cambridge, to be 
Sir [/aac Newton’s deputy, and afterwards his fucceffor, 
upon which he refigned his living. 

. Mr. Woifton ffalls upon the defects of col- 
lege difcipline, and the want of due encouragement to 
fobriety and virtue in the college he belong’d to at Cam- 
bridge ; and gives inftances of the fad effects of this, in 
the hiftory of two perfons (to fay nothing, adds he, of 
many others) who were utterly ruined in his time. The 
firftcame to thecollege with a fweetnefs of temper, a fkill 
in oratory and poetry very extraordinary, and was ac- 
cordingly very much beloved in the fociety : He came 
a fober youth, and fo continued for the firft year ; 
but after that year he fell into the acquaintance of a 
drinking fophifter, who foon made hin drink like | 
himfelf. Mr. Wbiffon then gave him a friendly caution, 
telling him, if he cid not take care, that man would 
be his ruin; which was indeed the confequence ; as 
one of the fymptoms of which, the author mentions 
this young ftudent’s hand trembling fo that he could 
hardly bring a glafs of wine to his mouth. Yet was 
the company of this fophifter ftill fo acceptable, that 
the youths who were to ftand for fellowfhips, ‘* by 
getting in with him, fays the author, and drinking 
with him, endeavoured to make their way to our 
fellowfhips. One of which youths they killed with. a 
bowl of punch; yet did he foon go with his other 
companions to the tavern, to drink im piam memoriam 
of their friend whom they had juft killed; ’till ina 
little ime this fine youth himfelf died with drinking ; 
which, tho’ it did not kill him fo foon as if he had 
ftab’d himfelf with a dagger, yet it did it as furely.”’ 
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The fecond inftance was one, who came a good 
fcholar, had an excellent memory, was fober for fe- 


veral years, and was one of Mr, Whifon’s intimate . 


acquaintance. In time he came to ftand for a fellow- 
fhip. He thought at firft, that the major part of the 
electors were on the fide of the drinkers; therefore 
forfook his fobriety, and for a month or fix :weeks 
drank hard with them at the tavern, till we that were 
his old friends faw it, and difcarded him, At laft, 
finding his miftake, and that the fober party were 
likely to be the majority, he forely repented of his de- 
bauchery, and tried earneftly to recover his old friends 
votes, but to no purpofe. Mean time, our author 
walking one day in the back walk of the college, this 
unhappy man, fays he, came to me there, and fell 
down on his knees to me, confeffing that he had 
turned debauchee for preferment, as thinking that was 
the way to it in Clare-ball;, but folemnly protefting, 
that if I would believe him, and give him my vote, 
he would ever afterward become a fober man, as he 
was formerly. My anfwer was fhort, but fuch as cut 
off all his hopes, ¢ Sir, faid I, you have confeffed 
that you have facrificed your integrity to your prefer- 
ment, and thereby made it impoffible for me to ferve 
you.” After which his oppofite candidate was chofen, 
and he himfelf halted between fobriety and debauchery 
afterward, and became at laft one of the moft miferable 
clergymen that ever } heard of. °Tis a terrible ftate 
which the poet defcribes, video meliora, probaque; de- 
teriora fequor. Which was the ftate of this poor man ; 
whofe amazing ili conduct and misfortunes make me 
ready to weep when I think of him, becaufe of our 
former friendfhip. 

About the year 1709. Mr. Whifton’s friends began 
to be alarmed at what they heard he was about, with 
regard tothe Eu/ebian doctrine, then univerfally called 
the Arian berefy, which he had embraced, and the 
apoftolical conftitutions, which favoured that doétrine, 
and which he had afferted to be genuine. ‘Two of 
them, Dr. Laughton, and Mr, Prief, came together, 
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out of kindnefs to him, to diffuade him from going 
on; and to reprefent to him the hazards and dangers 
he might bring upon himfelf and his family thereby. 
His reply was quick, * Dr. Laughton and Mr. Prief, 
you are my very good friends, you love me well, ‘and 
I love you well; but as to what I am now about, I 
know you are both ftrangers to thefe matters, and fo 
your arguments cannot influence me: But for myfelf, 
[have ftudied thefe points to the bottom, and am 
thoroughly fatisfied the Chriftian church has been 
long and grofsly cheated in them ; and by God’s blefi- 
ing, if it be in my power, it fhall be cheated no lon- 
ger. And now I have told you this, you may as well 
perfuade the fun to come down from the firmament, 
as turn me from this my refolution.’ Which firm- 
nefs of mind foon put an end to their follicitations.— 
The like refolute anfwer, adds he, I made to Dr. 
Bentley, when he once came to me at London, upon 
the convocation’s falling upon me afterwards, and aim- 
ed prodigioufly to terrify me with their irrefittable au- 
thority. After which I was hardly affauleed any 
more in this way; and continuiug to att boldly, ac- 
cording to my duty and confcience, enjoyed a great 
calm within, how roughly foever the waves and billows 
abroad feem’d ready to overwhelm me: Nor do I 
remember, that during all the legal proceedings againft 
me, which Jafted in all, four or five yearsg in Cam- 
bridge and Londen, 1 loft my fleep more than two or 
three hours one night on that account, 

In 1710 Mr. Whifton was profecuted at, and ba- 
nifhed from, the univerfity of Cambridge, and at the 
end of the fame year he publifhed his Hifforical preface, 
giving an account of this affair: Of which he now 
remarks, that no one, that he knows of, has written 
in contradiction to his accounts, or in vindication of 
the univerfity to this day. His banifhment and de- 
privation of his preferments, together with the pro- 
ceedings of the convocation, &c. againft him, in- 
volved him in great difficulties and diftrefs, till the 
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aét of grace, 1715, which pardon’d all fuch pretended 
herefies whatfoever. i 

In p. 231. Mr. Whiftom introduces a curious ac- 
count of the charaéter and profecution of the famous 
Mr. Woolfton, fellow of Sidney college in Cambridge, 
who once made fo great a noife in the world, on ac- 
count of his writings on our Saviour’s miracles, and 
the legal proceedings again{t him for blafphemy and 
profanenefs. P. 143. he gives alfo a fhort account 
of Dr. Hoadly, bifhop of Wincbefter, whom Mr. Whif- 
ton once numbered among his friends; in which are 
thefe very free and very remarkable cenfures of that 
great man. On his firft promotion to the fee of 
Bangor, Mr. Whifton obferv’d to him, that he had 
now got 80o0/, a year to keep the (primitive) Chriftian 
religion out of England. ** AndI think, fays our 
author,, that fince he was made a bifhop (for he was 
a much better man before) he has abundantly veri- 
fied my prediction. In the firft place, he took the 
800/, a year, which was intended to maintain a refi- 
dent bifhop in that diocefe, and this for fix entire years 
together, without ever feeing that diocefe in his life ; 
to the greateft fcandal of religion. He then became a 
great writer of controverfy, one of the moft pernicious 
things to true Chriftianity in the worid, as well as 
difagreeable to the peaceable temper of a good Chrif- 
tian.—After this he was removed from the bifhoprick 
of Bangor to that of Hereford; and from Hereford to 
Salifbury ; and from Sakfbury to Winchefter. He alfo, 
with others of his brethren, leaves his diocefe almoft 
every year, to approve himfelf a political bifhop in the 
houfe of lords; all in direét contradiction to the laws 
of Chriftianity. To fay nothing of his fecond mar- 
riage when he was old, to a young woman; and his 
exercife of his epifcopal funétion after fuch a fecond 
marriage, in like oppofition to the laws of Chriftianity. 
All which notorious practices, together with the pub- 
lication of a moft injudicious and unlearned treatife 
about the Lord’s Supper; befides his many political 
writings, quite unbecoming a Chriftian bifhop, feems 
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to me fully to have made good my original prediction» 
that he has taken moft effectual care to keep primitiv® 
Chriftianity out of thefe kingdoms.”— Mr. Whifton 
alfo very feverely reflects on Dr. ‘Fobn Hoadly (brother 
to the bifhop of Winchefter) archbifhop of Armagh ; 
and has alfo fome very entertaining ftrictures on Dr. 
Gibfon, \ate bifhop of London; in which he introduces 
the noted orator Henly, whom he ftiles an ecclefaftical 
mountebank.—Next we have a good many particulars 
of his acquaintance with the worthy bifhop Rundle ; 
whom he however accufes of deviating, like moft 
other dignified divines, from the fundamental princi- 
ples of Chriftianity, for the fake of preferment. 
Then follow feveral anecdotes of others of the au- 
thor’s acquaintance, particularly Mr. Chub, Mr. Ad- 
difon, Sir Richard Steel, Lord Stanhope, &c. 

In p. 348. The good bifhop Secker is feverely taxed 
with having too flight an attachment to primitive 
Chriftianity. . ** I only fear, fays he, that Dr. Secker, 
with the generality of his brethren, inftead of defiring 
to know more of the genuine religicn of our Saviour, 
as he left it, (not, as he fays in another place, as 
Luther, Calvin, Knox, Cranmer, &c. &c. have 
left it) in its primitive purity, are fuffering themfelves 
to fink into almoft as grofs ignorance of Chriftian an- 
tiquity, and of the two firft centuries, as the Popifh 
bifhops were funk into before the Proteftant reforma- 
tion ; particularly in the doctrine of Athanafanifm *. — 
Tho’ I dare venture to affure them, that let the laws 
go on as they pleafe, and the practice of the poor op- 
preffed clergy of our church be never fo conformable, 
the light of primitive truth fhines too bright in Chrif- 





* The author fays, in the preceeding page, “ E perceive bifhop 
Secker ventures to excufe what he is himfelf afhamed to juftify, 
even the monftrous Athanafan Creed itfelf, with all its curfes : And 
pretends it was permitted to ftand in our Common Prayer Book, 
to invite the Papifts to continue in our communion.—=Nor are the 
poor apologies, or rather excufes made by his lordfhip for the foolifh 
niceties of that Creed, better than may be at any time made 
for the niceties of tranfubftantiation, and the othe; groffeft errors 
of Popery.” 
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tendom to be thereby any longer extinguifhed or 
eclipfed. The Atbanafian herefy is even here fo low, 
that the principal examiners give it up, and no per- 
fon of note for learning has dared, thefe many years, 
to publifh any thing in its vindication. Nor do I 
find any confiderable party among us, but the weakeft 
of all our prefent fects, the Ca/vinifis, that fhew any 
concern for it.”” He concludes on this head with apo- 
logizing for being forced to write fo feverely on the 
bifhop of Oxford, whom he acknowleges to be one of 
the beft of our prefent bifhops and paftors, and for 
whom he has the greateft efteem. ‘* But fays he, the 
miferable ftate of true primitive Chriftian religion 
among us, forces me to be fo plain with him, and 
by his means with his brethren, the reft of our pre- 
fent bifhops alfo ; who feem to be in a deep fleep and 
lethargy, out of which I aim to awake them, by thus 
freely admonifhing them to awake, tho’ probably I 
may have fmall thanks for this my admonition.” 


The next dignified character our author gvesushis avji;nadyerty 


> is,the late-archbifhop Poticr. ** I have , 
fome reafon, fay he, to fpeak my mind freely of him, 
and of the moft unhappy change his great exaltation 
made in him, becaufe the late queen, when confulta- 
tion was had who fhould be made archbifhop, afked 
me about his character, which was with me at that 
time as one of great piety, learning, and modera- 
tion; and an excellent paftor ofa parifh, without any 
marks of vanity or pride; whom I accordingly re- 
commended to her majefty, as one proper to be 
archbifhop ; which I then fincerely wifhed he might be. 
I then little dreamed that this Dr. Petter, by going to 
Lambeth, would take high and pontifical ftate upon 
him ; that he could bear the kneeling of even bifhops 
before him, when, at a folemn meeting of the mem- 
bers of the feciety for propagating the gofpel in foreign 
parts, he gave the bleffing, which I myfelf faw; that 
he would procure half a dozen footmen to walk bare- 
headed by him, befides his train-barer, at fuch his 
appearances; that he would give up the poor remains 
of 
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of Chriftian difcipline, and fometimes ordain fuch 
ignoramufes, as the great L/oyd, of whom I know he 
had the higheft opinion, would, upon examination 
have hardly thought worthy any ordination at all; 
that he would not only bear the groffeft flattery to 
his face, in Dr. Pierce’s Concio ad Clerum, but declare 
his approbation of it, by advancing, or confirming the 
advancement of the flatteier, to a place of great dig- 
nity immediately ; that he would fet his learned chaplain, 
Dr. Chapman, to preach againft the Chriftians, falfely 
called Arians, at the Lady Moyer’s lecture; that he 
would fend abroad fuch mean forms of prayer and 
praife, upon days of humiliation and thankfgiving, to 
flatter the court, fuch indeed as are fometimes hardly 
true, and frequently fuch as are wholly inconfiftent 
with that veneration that kings themfelves, as well as 
their fubjects, owe to their almighty Creator. To fay 
nothing of that horrid curfing of the Chriftians in the 
Athanafian Creed, which he fupported in his own 
chapel at Lambeth, and every where elfe. And I am 
forry, very forry to fay it, that archbifhop Poster 
feemed to me almoft as unwilling to open his eyes to 
fee the grievous errors of Athanafianifm, which are 
now fo fully deteéted as to be finking out of the learn- 
ed world, as any of the Papifts were to fee the other 
erofs errors of Popery, at the Proteftant reformation.” 

Mr. Sanderfon, who fucceeded Mr. Whifton in the 
mathematic profefforfhip at Cambridge, dying in May 
1739, the latter wrote to Dr. Afton matter of Fe/us 
college, propofing the replacing of him(elf in the fame 
profefforfhip, his right to which he, inthis letter, ob- 
ferves was never further taken from him, than in con- 
fequence of his banifhment from the univerfity. Which 
banifhment was not for any immorality, or neglect of 
his duty as profeffor, but barely for affirming, (with 
our Saviour, St. Paul, the Nicene, and all the original 
creeds, and moft ancient fathers) that ¢he one only God of 
the Chriftians is God the Father ; for afferting an undoubted 
matter of fact, that the original Chriftian doxology was 
not the common one, but glory be to the Father, through © 
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the Son, or, and the Son, in the Holy Ghof ; for pro- 
pofing to prove, that the conftitutions and doétrine of 
the apoftles, are facred books of the New Teftament, 
and the former of them the moft facred of the canonical 
books. Thefe points, he alfo obferves in this letter, are 
matters no way relating to the profefforfhip of the ma- 
thematics. However, this epiftle was of no fervice 
to the author in this affair ; for tho’ he infifted on Dr. 
Afbton’s communicating it to the vice-chancellor, and 
the reft of the heads of the colleges, that they might 
not be unapprized -of his claim, before they engaged 
for another, yet it was never communicated till after 
they had chofen Mr, Colfon into the place: An hard- 
fhip which the author thinks plainly indefenfible and 
unaccountable ! 

In p. 405. We havea copy of a letter from Mr. 
Whifton to the prefent archbifhop of Canterbury, dated 
Fan. 23, 1747-8. Which we fhall give the reader, 
with a tranfcript of the archbifhop’s anfwer to it. 





My Lorp, 


F TER my hearty good withes for your efcap- 

ing the dangerous temptations of your high 
ftation, and your doing much good to true religion 
therein, I think it proper to inform you, that in the 
days of archbifhop Potter, I wrote to his learned 
chaplain Dr. Chapman, and complained of the poor 
mean compofition of the forms of prayer for the days 
of fafting during this war: Which, as they were 
plainly beneath thofe of Mr. Overal, my friend, a 
layman among the diffenters, who had then publifh’d 
others for the like occafion, fo did I defire him to in- 
form me, whether that admirable collet of thankf- 
giving and prayer on occafion of the great ftorm, 
Nov. 27, 1703, for which I have Jong fought in vain, 
were to be met with at Lambeth; and if it were, I 
defired a copy. Yo which I bad no anfwer. That 
form, if it could be found, would be an excellent pat- 
cern 








, 

ae a 
het os Vee 
ae Taek ;  s 





a;?* F 
* ve te a 


oe he aaa 


—— 


tl TN tle ies, 
* ia ct, » <n . ‘ apts 1 = 
saa . . 


- Me eid 
1 er 











Fi ‘ 
= gon , 
ST 








350 TheMONTHLY REVIEW, 


tern for future forms. However, if that cannot be 
found, I beg that you will provide better forms for 
the time to come ; and particularly that you will infert 
into the nexc form for the faft, Feb. 17. what has 
hitherto been utterly neglected, I mean fome ferious 
colleé& on occafion of the long and fore murrain or 
plague now deftroying the horned cattle: Which, how 
far it may extend, we none of us know. This may 
not only then be ufed, but afterwards alfo, during the 
continuance of that diftemper; which has no way 
been ftopped hitherto, ¢ither by the natural or politi- 
cal means ufed for that purpofe. I fay natural and 
political méans only ; for neither do any medical me- 
thods of cure, confiderably avail, nor have any other 
means but political been tried by the public hitherto, 
as if we had no notion of the interpofition of Provi- 
dencein fuch a terrible, and general, and long judgment 
asthishath been. I know, that my brethren the bap- 
tifts in this neighbourhood, have earneftly and frequently 
petitioned God aimighty in their places of publick wor- 
fhip, fora ftoppage of fo great and uncommon a calami- 
ty: And I fuppofe otherdiffenters do the fame in their 
places of publick worfhip alfo. While our churches, 
mtended for higher purpofes, have been only employ’d 
to read orders of the ftate relating thereto. But how 
it has ‘come to that pafs, that the eftablifhed church of 
England has been quite filent all along, as to the re- 
ligious part, I believe no good reafon can be given. 
It our ‘thirteen times a year curfing the Eujebians, or 
primitive Chriftians, by public authority in the Atba- 
nafian Creed were once corrected ; our manners in 
court‘and country thoroughly amended, and our prayers 
on all ‘fuch occafions were more folemn and ferious 
than they now are, we might hope that God almighty 
would pity us and our poor dumb creatures, and pro- 
cure both them a releafe from this diftemper, and 
ourfelves a deliverance from the effects of it, and from 
thofe other great and amazing judgments which I 
fully and fuddenly expeét ; as a confequence of what 
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is already begun, and this upon the moft authentick 
evidence. Iam 


My Lorp, 
Your obliged and very bumble Servant, 
Witt, Wuiston, 


The ARCHBISHOP’S An/wer, 

Rev. SiR, 
W Thank you moft kindly for your good letter, and 

am better pleafed with your Chriftian wifhes for 
me, than with an hundred compliments I have re- 
ceived in pick’d and elegant phrafes, Yours, | am 
fure, comes from a good heart, and a fober judgment; 
I will do the beft I can in this ftation, to which, in- 
deed, I have been forced. And as neither pride, nor 
ambition, nor covetoufnefs tempted me to defire it, 
fo'it is my-daily prayer to God, that in the ufe: and 
exercife of this great office, I may keep my heartand 
my hand free from thofe fad temptations. What you 
hint about the form of* prayer, your age and learning, 
and experience give you a right to fay ; but it be- 
comes thofe who have lefs of all thofe to be a little 
more referv’d : The fame form is come out by au- 
thority for this year. Many good men concur with 
you on the fubject of the murrain; and I am 
afraid in a little time it will make the ftouteft of us 
cry out for mercy, and reach thofe high places which 
feem almoft out of the reach of fuch calamities. 
Upon your hint Ilooked over the forms of prayer, 
and find one for the 17th of Fune 1703-4. This I 


fuppofe is what you mean, and I fend you one of the 
prayers tranfcribed.* Iam, 


Rev. Sir, 
Your affured friend. 
Kenfington, Jan, 28, = 
1747: Tuo, CanTuar. 


* Of which Mr. Wbi/fon has given us a copy. 
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The remainder of Mr. 'Whiffon’s memoirs,. viz; 
from p. 410. to the end, confifts of the following 
articles. 

1. Mr. Overal’s fhort view of thofe- national and 
perfonal fins that call for humiliation and repentance. 
—This is indeed a moft excellent traé. 

2. Preface to Mr. Whiffon’s liturgy of the church 
of England reduced nearer to the primitive ftandard. 

3. Two or three pages of memoirs. 

4. The controverly, from the publick papers, Fan. 
and Feb. 1747-8. concerning Mr. Carte’s account of 
rouching for the evil; with the form at the bealing in 
queen Anne’s time: Alfo fome modern .atteftations of 
cures wrought by the ufe of that ordinance, Fam. V. 
14-18. 

5. Mr. Whifton’s friendly addrefs to the baptifts. 
This tract gives a large account of that fect, of which 
the author is become one. 

6. The original baptifmal creed compared with the 
Athanafian and pope Pius’s creed. 

7. An argument to prove that either all perfons 
folemnly, tho’ irregularly, fet apart for the miniftry, 
are real clergymen, and all their minifterial aéts are 
valid; or elfe there are no real clergymen, or Chrif- 
tians in the world.— This was long ago 'printed as a 
pamphlet, but is here inferted with improvements and 
additions, ) 

8. Heads of agreement affented to by the united 
minifters in and about London ; formerly called Prefby- 
terian and Congregational. 

g. A brief confeffion or declaration of faith, fet forth 
by many of us who are (falfly) called Anabaptifts, to in- 
form all men of our innocent belief and praétice.— This 
Mr. Whiffen calls a judicious confeffion: It was made 
by the Baptifts about a”, dom. 1660. 

10. A difcourfe concerning the Tartars, proving 
(in all probability) that they are the J/raelites, or ten 
tribes, which being captivated by Salmanefer, were 
tran{fplanted into Media. Originally by Giles Fletcher, 
loétor of both laws, and fometime embaffador from 

Elizabeth 











but revived by Mr. Whifton. 

rr. Remarks on Mr. Bower’s hiftory of the Popes. 

12, An epitome of Mr. Whifton’s VI. Leétures, 
preparatory to the reftoration of the 7ews, and the 
rebuilding of their temple and the Millennium. N. PB; 
Mr. Whiffon foretells, from the {cripture prophecies, 
the fudden deftruétion of the Tarkifo empire; of the 
houfe of Auftria; and afterwards of the German em- 
' perors, and popes of Rome; the fudden afcenfion alfo 
of the witneffes, or Vaudois; the reftoration of the 
Fews ; the rebuilding their temple, and the com- 
mencement of the Millennium: — The laft four by 
A.D. 1766. 

13. A propofal for erecting focieties for promoting 
primitive Chriftianity.— After this follow a few letters 
and memoirs; with 35 pages of Addenda and Emen- 
danda, tw the aythor’s facred hiftory of the Old Tef- 
tament; which, with af index; conclude the memoirs 
of Mr. Wiltiam Whifton. y 


— 





Continuation of thé Account of Dr. Fofter’s Book. fre“ o Z 95 


UR author proceeds in the fourth chapter to 
treat of the wifdom of God, which is a diftiné& 
fubject from that of his infinite intelligence; know- 
ledge being only the foundation; the firft principle, 
and, as it were, the parent of wifdom; bur not wif 
dom itfelf, which is knowledge digefted, and applied 
to 1S right ufe, to the contriving and producing order 
and good upon the whole. So that thefe two attri- 
butes differ as much from each other, as true and jut 
conduct does from the bare intuitioi, and exaét dii- 
cernment of truth. | 
_ The general conception of wifdom, fays the author, 
18 ealy, and the character of it invariable, It confifts 
effentially of thefe two patis; which compof: the 
whole of its abftracted and abfolute nature.—Firft, of 
D the 
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the deliberate propofing the beft and fitreft end ; and,. 
Secondly, of the fixed choice, and the fteady unde- 
clining purfuit, of the moft proper and effectual means, 
in order to promote it. ‘The propofing the higheft 
and nobleft end (thovgh wifdom be generally centered - 
not in the fupreme governing purpofe, but in the apt 
and dexterous execution) is, continues he, not an ef- 
fential only but the prime and moft folid branch of 
wifdom ; becaufe if a finifter end, an end either ab- 
folurely wrong, or buet low or imperfect in point of 
excellence, be the determined fcope of action, the 
more accurate the mind is in the difquifition of the 
beft adapted means, and the more vigorous and fuc- 
cefsful in the profecution of them, there muft be juft 
fo much the more of deviation from rectitude and hap- 
pinefs, and, confequently, of confufion and mifery, 
in the gineral ftate of the moral world. If it fhould 
be enquired, what is the moft worthy end for the 
deity himfelf to purfue? Our author anfwers, that 
nothing can appear, to us, to have fuch intrific, en- 
gaging, elevated worth, and merit, to recommend it, 
as the production of good ; the communication of good 
upon the whole; and, as far as wife and juft govern- 
ment will admit; to the univerfal collection of beings 
that are capable of happinefs or mifery. And, from 
herce, he thinks it is clear, that the queftion whether 
wifdom or benevolence be the firft fpring of aétion in 
the deity ?—is in fome meafure unneceflary, and may, 
in very few words, be fatisfactorily decided. For, fays 
he, if by goodnefs be meant a gracious fource, or 
principle of action, guided and regulated by wifdom, 
the two things diedctly coincide, and form the fame 
rational plan: Becaufe, upon this fuppofition, their 
operation is mutual; and goodncfs never difplays and 
diffufs it‘elf, but when wifdom confents, and pre- 
cifely in thofe inftances, and that degree and no other 
than where wifdom perfectly concurs, But if good- 
nefs be confidered as a kind of inftinétive principle, 
a conftituiional, or, if thefe may be deemed more 
worthy terms, an ¢ffzntial and immutable propentlity 
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ef nature to communicate happinefs, it is then inferior 
to wifdom; which is not a mere original inclination, 
or impulfe, exerting itfelf neceffarily, but an enligh- 
tened and deliberating power. . Wifdom mutt preient 
the fcene to it, and regulate all its actings. Wifdem 
muft in all, and in each individual inftance, frame 
the model and proportion of good, and contrive and 
defign the execution of it, And it is, furely, moft 
natural to admit, the directing principle to be, in 
rank and order, fuperior to that which is intirely 
ruled and directed by it. So thould we allow the frit 
fuggeftion, the firft motive to action, to be gracious 
and benevolent dilpofition, yet as that, in all its par- 
ticular exertions, is weighed and approved of by the 
fupreme wifdom of the deity, this lait may juftly be 
confidered as the direct and chief fpring of action; 
with which, both creation and providence, are molt 
clearly and immutably connected, 

The proofs of the infine wifdom of the deity, he 
reduces to two heads; the firit, he fays, may be term- 
ed an argument 4 priori: by which he means that par- 
ticular kind of argument, in which, from properties 
and characters of God already demonftrated, other 
_ properties are deduced, in a way of ftri& connection 
_and neceffary inference, without any direct confider- 
ation, or mention of effeéts produced ; the latter comes, 
at length, to the fame conclufion by a different me- 
thod, demonftrating the wifdom of the firft caufe, 
from the vifible and ;hining difplays of it in the works 
of nature, As to wgat is Cenominated the argument 
a priori, the author “obferves very juftly, tha: a deo 
monttration even of (he being of a God, from mere ab- 
{tracted notions and {principies of truth, is fearce pof- 
fible. For, fays he, thow could we entertain any idea 
of a caufe, ors confequently, be led to a belief of an 
original caufe, if we had no. knowledge of cffeéts ? 
Without doubt, therefore, the moft. judicious: and 
learned write:s on this fubject never intended any thing 
more, when they profeffed to aim at fuch refined and 
demonttrative proof as this, than that having afcend- 
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ed, and rifen, from the knowledge of the creature, 
.to the certain knowledge of an eternal and felf-exiftent 
‘Creator, they had then found out an attribute, that 
was virtually inclufive of all others; or that unorigi- 
nation, and neceflary being, comprehended in it every 
poflible perfection, and the moft exalted height of 
perfection. Whether this be a juft and rational repre- 
fentation of things, our author does not confider. If 
it be true, it is, to the generality of mankind, dark 
and inefficacious reafoning ; and, through its obfcurity 
to common apprehenfions, eafily liable to be evaded 
or perplexed. 

The infinite wifdom of the deity, continues he, 
‘may be certainly concluded from fome of his other 
attributes already proved, or generally allowed, 
‘in the fame way in which all perfection is fuppofed to 
be deduced from felf-exiftence ; and the fum of the 
argument is this. —That as God is omnifcient, he muft 
difcern infallibly what is the beft end to be propofed, 
and what are the fitteft and apteft means, in order to 
‘the execution of it; to its moft fure, eafy, and per- 
fect accomplifhment.— And that being poffeffed of 
immutable rectitude of nature, fupreme in power, in- 
dependent in dominion and majefty, and having the 
whole refource of his happinefs wholely within him- 
felf, he can have no poffible temptation to {werve, 
in the minuteft article, from the dictates of his infi- 
‘nite underftanding, or, to be practically abfurd, while 
he is in {peculation omnifcient. His confummate moral 
eharacter precludes all difpofition to wrong, his felf- 
*fufficient- and unchangeable felicity every fuppofeable 
motive to wrong. And where there is a clear un- 
clouded intellect, always prefcribing, and approving, 
‘what is right, and no malignant averfe principle, 
which can poffibly lead to the leaft deviation from it, 
right action muft in reafon be admitted to follow as 
conclufively, as the moft inevitable effects flow from 
their determined and neceffary caufes, « 
-In the firft cafe, to fuppofe the contrary is a moral, 
“as, in the other, it isa natural, contradiction. But, as 
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fenfible proofs are much better adapted for yielding 
univerfal conviction, than more abftrufe deductions of 
reafon, the author proceeds to point out feveral in- 
{tances of moft adorable and ftupenduous wifdom in 
the works of nature; fuch, chiefly, as for the faéts 
themfelves are unexceptionable, and where the evi- 
dence lies moft obvious to the common apprehenfion 
of mankind, unimproved by deep fcience, and fkill in 
philofophy. Among other particulars, he mentions, 
as inftances of unfathomable and immenfe wifdom, 
the pofition of the fun, fo as to difpenfe its light and 
heat, regularly and in the moft exact proportions, 
to its dependent planetary worlds ; the fituation of the 
planets themfelves, as tothe degree of their proximity 
to, or diftance from, the fun; without which, in all 

bility, according to the demonftrable laws of 
gravity, the leffer might not only have been difturbed 
in their courfe, but have ftarted from their orbits, and 
have reduced the folar fyftem. to a wild and uninhabit- 
able chaos; the oceans and feas, thofe vaft caverns and 
receptaclesof water, indented, as it were, by the arm 
of omnipotence, at the fuggeftion of infinite wifdom, 
to fupply vapours and clouds, fountains and rivers, for 
verdure, beauty, and commerce, and the fuftentation 
and refrefhment of all earthly beings; the implanted 
inftinéts of ‘brute animals, excelling, in moft in{tances, 
the mofl elaborate mechanical fkill of man, and the 
moft curious and ftrong efforts of his reafon; their di- 
vinely taught and infpired fagacity, in diftinguifhing 
their proper food, and inthe admirable ftructure of 
their nefts; their anxious care of cheir young, no 
Jonger than till they are capable of felf-prefervation and 
defence; the ftrength and fury, even of the moft timo- 
rous and moft innocent, in fupport of nature, and the 
fucceffive propagation of its feveral fpecies; the curious 
frame and f{tructure of man’s body ;° the make of his 
mind, his powers of reafon, his moral faculties, his 
implanted focial inftinéts and benevolent propenfions ; 
which are the things that moft ‘honourably diftin- 
guifh and mark out humanity, and render it capable 
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ot an affociation with angels, and of the life of God, 


Indeed, fays our author, the wifdom of the deity 
is a theme exhauftlefS, as large and voluminous as the 
book of nature, into which it is copied with fuch ad- 
mirable exa¢ctnefs, and infinite variety. To paint it, 
according to its true dignity, every part of nature muft 
be diflinétly feanned ; its hidden compofition, its pecu- 
liar ufes, its genera) fubferviencies, expofed to views 
the beginning, the middle, the confummation of 
things traced, brought (co light, and exhibited as one 
piece of workmanthip, i in One accurate and fair picture, 
to the underftanding. And if even all this might be 
attained to, and were aot a tafk vattly furpafling the 
moft flighty and adventurous human capacity, our 
ideas mutt ftill be far fhort and inadequate; and there 
muft be an unmeafurable fum behind, in the fpring and 
fource of wifdom, capable of diverfifying the fcenes 
of creation for ever, and of caufing frefh beauties, 
new wonders, to arife. Creatures not now exifting, 
may, perhaps, miriads of ages hence, be entertained, 
delighted, and inftruéted by the contemplation of 


: thefe, as we are by the numberlets beauties and wonders 


of divine art, that are now difplayed all around us. 
In fo much, that the rogged inequalities, the craggy, 
to fenfe horrid and noifome, the abortive, and feem- 
ingly unfinifhed and mifhapen parts of nature, are 
rectitude and order upon the whole, confidered in the 
infeparable connection with other parts, and with thofe 
wholfome and beneficial Jaws by which nature is, in 
general, fuftained. — He clofes this chapter with fome 
practical inferences, and proceeds to treat of what are 
ftiled, in a fingular and appropriate fenfe, the mo- 
ral attributes of God; and firft of his holinefs, or mo- 


‘ral perfection, and juftice, which is the fubject of the 


fifth chapter. 

And here he obferves, that there is not only an 
exact harmony between the natural and moral attri- 
bores of God, but that they are infeparably con- 
nected, and mutually infer each other. From the in- 
finite knowledge, fays he, and irreftible power of the 

great 





For SEPTEMBER, 17409. 359 


great governor of the univerfe, and confequently his 
confummate and immutable happinefs, we may cer- 
tainly deduce his moral rectitude; and, moreover, that 
he is a being of abfolute and neceffary purity. For 
his infinite underftanding muft inform him, at all times, 
what is beft and fitteft to be done, and his infinite 

wer enable him..to effect it; and as he can have no 
felf-intereft to miflead him, or induce him to make a 
wrong choice, it feems quite impoffible that he fhould 
be under the leaft temptation to violate the everlaft- 
ing invariable ruleof right ; but muft always neceffari- 
ly purfue what is fitteft and beft, All vice, or moral 
imperfection, {pring either from ignorance, or weak- 
neis; and therefore can find no place in him, whole 
wifaom is infinite, his power uncontroulable, and his 
nature perfect. ‘The fitnefs, and beauty, and native 
honour of juftice, benevolence, and mercy, mutt al- 
ways influence. the divine mind, unclouded and unde- 
praved by paffion, to choofe and purfue thofes.and 
the intrinfic bafenefs and malignity of tyranny, cruel- 
ty and revenge, determine it to an utter and eternal 
abhorrence of thefe; fince it is impoffible that he 
fhould fuffer any diminution of his happinefs, by ad- 
hering {teadily to the reafon of things, or receive the 
leaft pleafure, or advantage, by departing in any in- 
{tance from it. 

Concerning the particular attribute of the divine 
juttice, he fays but little; there being no point in 
which mankind have more univerfally agreed, or where 
their notions, upon the whale, feem to be lefs cloud- 
ed and confufed, than in the general nature of juftice,; 
which confifts in this, todo no wrong to any, and to 
render to all their dues, without diftinction, or .refpedct, 
of perfons, And with refpeét to the juftice of God, 
continues he, it confifts in alloting to all innocent be- 
ings, at leaft, fo muth more happinefs than mifery up- 
on the whole, as will render their exiftence eligible, 


and not punifhing the guilty, beyond what their offen-. 


-ces deferve: in not determining abfolutely the mifery of 
any, nor propofing its favours upon impracticable con- 
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ditions: in governing his creatures by laws: fuited to 
their natures, abilities and circumftances, and judging 
them impartially. The proofs of this attribute are 
neceflarily included in thofe of the abfolute moral re¢ti- 
tude of God, and his perfect goodnefs, of which our 
author proceeds to treat in the fixth chapter, and to an- 
{wer the principal objections that have been urged 
againft it, | 

The goodnefs of God, fays our author, opens the 
brighteft. and moft delightful fcene, that can poffibly 
be prefented to the view of reafon; a fcene as full of 
wonders as thofe of the divine wifdom or power, but 
much more agreeably tranfporting, and fingly adapted. 
totouch and animate the more refined and ingenus 
ous affections of human nature. Eternity, felf-exift- 
ence, and immenfity aftonifh; abftracted power 4s 
dreadful; mere juftice has fomewhat of a fevere and 
rigid afpeét: and eyen infinite wifdom, as involving, 
in its moft inlarged and juft idea, complete moral rec- 
titude, is a reverend awful fubject, rendered pleafing 
and encouraging to the mind of man, chiefly by this 
thought, that goodnefs is an effential, and the moft al-: 
Juftrious part, of it. So that nothing can reconcile us 
to acalm and free contemplation of any other of the 
attributes of the deity, but this, that they are all fub- 
fervient to the difpofitions and fchemes of true good- 
nefs; of goodnefs, not confidered as a mechanical pro- 
penfion, and a blind undiftinguifhing impulfe, but as 
a real perfection; and that they may all be ufed as de- 
icriptions, and as it were, attributes of goodnefs, So 
that we may be allowed to fay of God, that it is not 
his eternity that reprefents him to us as fupremely 
perfect, but his eternal goodnefs; not his immenfity, 
but his omniprefent, efficacious, and. all-animating 
goodnefs; not his ftriét, but his mild, gracious, and mo- 
derating juftice; not his abfolute infinity, but his un- 
bounded mercy ; not his irrefiftible power, but hisom- 
nipotent benevolence; not his unerring {kill and con- 
trivance, but its being neceflarily exerted, for the pro- 
duction of what is beft upon the whole, | 3 
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Goodnels thefore, as intimately united, ‘and con- 
netted, with ali the other perfections of the deity, is 


their light, their lovelinefs, and the point of matchlefs'- 


glory, in which they ultimately center. It invigotates 
the foul of man,:enforces virtwwe from a principle of 
gratitude, infpires a generous ardor and delight in 
deing good, and afiures us of the reward of it; 
prompts us, moft powerfully, to the higheft: refine- 
ment of our moral and focial powers ; Communicates, 
and 5 univerfal life to the creation, inexpreffible 
joy to the virtuous, the ftrongeft arguments for a re- 
formation of manners to the degenerate, confidence of 
mercy to the penitent, and calm refignation, and hope, 
to the afflicted. ) 

‘He obferves farther, that, as there is. no perfection 
of the deity fo amiable, there .is fcarce any {0 clearly 
demonftrated, as that of his univerfal benevolence ; 
and yet none, that has been more objected apainit in 
all ages. ‘This, fays he, arifes from various ‘caufes, 
not one of which is to the honour of mankind; but 
they are all plain and ftresg arguments of the de- 
praved and corrupt ftate of human nature; of its di- 
minutive reafon, its blind prepofféffions, its confufed 
conceptions, and the force of its evil habits. Some, 
for example, through an unquiet agitation and pee- 
vifhnefs..of temper, are diffatisfied with them/felves, 
with nature, and with God. They would have been 
differently formed, or differently fituated, from what 
they find they are ; and therefore conclude, that fo it 
ought to have'been. ‘Others commence cavillers a- 
aainft the goodne{s of God, from their ignorance of the 
views of Providence in fingle faéts, and of the ten- 
dency of particulars feemingly difagreeable, after a 
vaft {cene of intervening effects of various afpeéts, to 
produce good, and the ¢greateft good. ‘But the chief 
and moft prevailing caufe of objections, or feruples, 
with refpect to the abfolute goodnefs of the deity, is 
this, that the bulk’of mankind have formed no diftin@ 
and rational conception of goodnefs itfelf ; but imagine 
it to be a kind of paffion, a {trong overbearing uncon- 
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troulable impulfe, that tranfports and hurries on to 
the imparting pleafure, and preventing pain, without 
any deliberation or wifdom. 

In the further handling this important fubject, our 
author obferves the following method ; firft, he afcer- 
tains the general idea of goodnefs, and of perfect good- 
nefs; then fhews what evidences and demonttrations 
there are, from reafon, that God is a being abfolutely 
good ; and in the laft place, anfwers the principal ob- 
jections, that. have ever been urged, againft this moft 
glorious attribute of the deity.—Goodnels, fays he, is 
that principle, in intelligent natures, by which they . 
are difpofed and prompted to communicate and dif- 
fufe happinefs, It is ever fuppofed to be a voluntary 
principle, or,: at leaft, to be under the dire¢tion of 
reaion, as to its exercife. Upon which account, the 
inftinéts of mere animals, to tendernefs and beneficent 
offices, are never reckoned to be moral qualitjes, or 
excellencies of private character, as goodnefs is always 
eftimated : They reprefent to us nothing meritorious 
in them ; but are adored as difplays of the goodnefs of 
the Creator, mechanically, and paffively, exerted in 
their frame, If goodnefs, therefore, be a kind of 
inftiné&t (as fome feem to think) or call it a natural 
propenfion and difpofition in the deity, it can be no 
otherwife laudable, than as it is with choice and appro- 
bation, and under the conduct of wifdom clofely at- 
tending it in every ftep, exerted. So that God’s ab- 
folute benevolence being a moral charaéter, and the 
very idea of moral character being, in itfelf, abfurd 
and inconfiftent, without the exercife and overfight of 
reafon, the true definition of it can be only this—~ 
that it is, in him, a conftant and immutable difpofi- 
tion to difpenfe the wifeft and fitteft, which is the 
fame, where there is infinite intelligence, as all poffi- 
bie good, to the whole, and to every individual part 
of the creation, What that is precifely we cannot 
comprehend, without being pofleffe@ of boundlefs wif- 
dom ; and therefore fhould, in particular cafes, how- 
ever intricate, be always modeft and diffident. 


He 
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He now proceeds, to confider the evidences of fu- 
preme goodnefs, and the firft of thefe is of a more 
abftraét nature, but perfectly intelligible to common 
capacities, with any degree of attention. .The fub- 
{tance of it is as follows—there is an effential and un- 
-alterable diftinétion, and oppofition in nature, be- 
tween beneficence and cruelty; the perfectly exact 
degrees of difference and oppofition, in the feveral 
characters, the infinite author of nature muft infalli- 
bly difcern : he muft know happinefs to be preferable 
upon the whole, to mifery; and, confequently, that 
the communication of happinefs upon the whole is, in 
eternal and immutable reafon, more eligible than the 
diftribution of mifery: he has no dependencies; no 
feparate intereft from that of the univerfal good: he 
has, therefore, every poffible motive to purfue it; 
he can have-no motive, even to negleét its; the 
confequence of which muft be, that he does purfue it 
invariably ; that, under the conduct of fupreme wif- 
dom, he can never, in the minuteft inftance, deviate 
from it; which is the very fame thing with afferting, 
that he is poffeffed of abfolute and immutable good- 
nefs, | 
But, farther, continues he, that there are fcattered 
communications of good in the univerfe, no man how- 
ever prejudiced, or difcontented with the frame of 
nature, can poffibly deny : that there are even ample 
provifions for happinefs, and illuftrious marks of a 
generous and diffufive benevolence, no moderate fceptic 
will fcruple to allow. And, from thefe appearances of 
- good, we may raife an argument of great weight, for 
the abfolute goodnefs of the Creator. For why fhould 
he difpenfe any good at all, unlefs it were from the 
effential goodnefs, from the approved and voluntary 
benevolence of his nature? Were the deity an evil 
being, we could in reafon expect to find nothing but 
appearances of mifery in the world. For, upon this 
hortid fuppofitidn, his inclination, his prevailing pro- 
penfion of nature, is to communicate evil ; whence 
then arife thole difplays of goodnefs, that render hu- 
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man life, in the opinion of almoft all, eligible, nay 


an objeé&t of molt clofe and fond affeétion ? Let the 
man that contends for the malignity of the fupreme 
principle, try to folve this inexplicable problem, and 
he will find himfelf totally confounded. As additional 
evidences of the abfolute goodnels of the Deity, the 
author fubjoins, that the univerfal order of nature, 
when not obftructed, but allowed to fulfil its appointed 
and segular courfe, tends to good ; that noone branch 
of the eftablifhed fyftem of things can be fixed upon, 
which had originally an evil direction, or which, if 
not marred and perverted, can poffibly terminate in 
evil; that thofe in the human fpecies, and in every 
fuppofeable order of intelligent fpirits, who are kind, 

and condefcending, and generous in their diff fition, 
are alone happy ; and that benevolence is the {pring of 
their moft refined and exalted felicity — which jit is as 
much a contradiction to fuppofe, to be any other than 
the conftitution of a good being, as to imagine a 
frame, in which order direétly refulted from confufion, 
and'evil, abfolute final evil, naturally and unavoidably 

from good. And, particularly, the exuberance of 
good upon the whole in the vifible creation (from 
whence we may fairly draw the fame inference, as to 
worlds unknown and invifible) is the cleareft and moft 
lively proof, that’benevolence and mercy are effential 
principles, and the chief and moft prevailing prin- 
ciples, in the nature of that glorious being from 
whom ‘this exuberance of good flows. 

The doctor, having thus proved the abfolute good- 
nefs of the Divine nature, proceeds to anfwer ‘the prin- 
cipal objections that have been urged againft it; which 
he fays, may be all reducedto this one, the appointment, 
or fufferance of evil. Imperfection of knowledge, and 
imperfection of happinefs, being comparative evils, 
and as truly included under this general head, as'‘more 
direct and pofitive mifery. 

With refpect to moral evil, which is urged as a 
moft formidable objection againtt the fupreme wifdom 
and goodnels, and even againtt the very being of a 
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God, he obferves, that Chriftianity has prefented us 
with an eafy folution of the difficulty, with refpeét to 
the human race, by-declaring, that they arerationaland 
free creatures ; and that all moral evil fprings entirely 
from their own corrupt choice, and voluntary pirver- 
fion of their implanted faculties. Now that this is the 
true account, continues he, or, in other words, that 
all thofe wrong determinations and purfuits which 
conftitute moral evil, were not originally inherent in 
it, but are owing to a wilful felf-corruption, will un- 
deniably appear (if we fet afide the arguments from 
the perfections of God) from taking a fhort view of 
human nature itfelf. For what is the true idea of it? 
Is it not this? — * Reafon at the helm, conducting 
and governing the inferior principles.” And, there- 
fore, when thé paffions prevail againft reafon, muft 
there not be a perverted and unnatural ftate ? 
Shall we form our idea of human nature from the 
brutal part of it, or from the more noble and ex- 
cellent, the intellectual ? — Nature is a general term, 
to denote thofe laws by which the Creator governs 
the univerfe, and the eftablifhed order of things. Now 
this order with refpeé& to mankind, is, * that the un- 
derftanding, and reflection, fhould. prefide over ap- 
petite and inftinct, and regulate all their impulfes.* 
So that whatever, in their temper or conduét, is con- 
trary to the dictates of the rational and moral principle, 
whatever is evil and vicious muft of neceffity be, at 
all times, irregular, and a contradiction to human na- 
ture upon the whole. 

In order to vindicate the divine Providence, with 
refpect to the corrupt and degenerate circumftances of 
mankind, he obferves, that the poffibility of moral 
evil neceffarily follows, from fuppofing free agents to 
exift, and chat they are left to the uncontrouled exer- 
cife of their natural powers. And fince the latter is 
no more than fuffering creatures to act agreeably to 
their frame, and the defign of their formation, the 
whole inquiry is reduced within a narrow compafs 
and terminates in this finele point —* Whether it be 
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confiftent with the perfeétions of God, to create free 
agents ?? But now (lays he) to which of the divine ats 
tributes can it be imagined that the making beings 
endued with the power of cheice and felf-direction, 1s 
repugnant ? Not furely to juftice, becaufe fuch a being 
may be eafily conceived to be vaftly preferable to ab- 
folute non-exiftence } nay, it may in many circum- 
ftances, be a very defirable and eligible ftate. And, 
confequently, it is fo far from being in general incon- 
fiftent with the notion that the great author and go- 
vernor of the univerie is a jut or even a benevolent 
being, that it may; itfelf, be a convincing and un- 
deniable demonftration of 1 ay 

If it fhould be urged, that allowing it may prove 
goodnefs in general, it is not; however, the wifeft 
way of difpenfing the greate{t good upon the whole : 
the doctor an{fwers, how is it poffible, that we fhould 
know this? Are we capable of comprehending the vaft 
{chemes of an infinite mind ? or can we judge diftinétly 
of all the ufes that may be an{fwered in the univerfe, 
by creating free agents of different powers and capa- 
cities for happine(s 3 ? Objections of this fort, which are 
in truth not levelled againit the goodnefs of God, but 
againft his wifdom, in taking the moft proper methods 
to confer the greateft good, are attempts to argue 
where we have no principles to proceed upon ; and 
muft therefore be extremely rafh and pre/umptuous. 
So that this fhort view of the cafe is fufficient to prove, 
that the general notion of a free agency, and, in con- 
{equence, of the poffibility of moral evil, is neither a 
reafonable objection againft the exiftence of a firft 
caufe of all things abfulutely perfect ; nor againft the 
belief of a wife and gracious Providence. — And, fur- 
ther, that.an undeterminable variety, with refpeet to 
the capacities and circumfances of mankind, can never 
be fhewn not to be the fiuteft and beft upon the whole ; 
fince we have neither knowledge nor experience 
enough, on which to ground even a : plaufible prefump- 
tion, “and much lei a probab'e proof, that infinite 
wifdom, even in puriuance of the main end of crea- 
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tion and Providence, the univerfal. good, is not moft : 
eminently difplayed in the greateft diverfity of reafon- | 


le and free agents. | 
. Having show fully vindicated the conduct of Pro- 
vidence, fo far as the controverfy about moral evil is 
concerned, the author proceeds to confider natural 
evils; and on this head he obferves, that nothing is 
properly an evil, which it is inconfiftent with the per- 
fections of God to permit, or appoint, but. what de- 
ferves that chara¢ter upon the whole. And this, con- 
tinues he, we cannot pretend to fay of any thing we are 
acquainted with, nor indeed of any natural evils which 
are of a limited duration, It is very poffible, shat they 
may have a tendency to promote the more folid and 
durable happinefs of individuals (after feveral interme- 
diate confequences, which we are too fhort-fighted to 
trace) as well as the general good of the creation, 
Nor can we demonftrate, or even argue the contrary 
with any probability, unlefs we can, likewife, compre- 
hend all the infinite variety of defigns, that an all-wife 
being may intend to ferve by particular occurrences, 
and thoroughly underftand the whole plan of his go- 
vernment, the connection of the feveral parts of it, and 
their reference and fubordination to each other. 

It mult, at leaft, be paft difpute, that what feems 
wrong, in the prefent ftate, may be rectified in fome 
future fcene of exiftence; and the pain now felt be 
vattly over-balanced by the fucceeding pleafure. And 
thus the wifdom and goodnefs of God, notwithftand- 
ing fome dark and gloomy appearances, will in the 
confummation of his fchemes, be eminently difplayed 
in the frame of the world, For nothing can rationally 
be efteemed fuch an evil, as is an argument either of 
injuftice, or cruelty, in the perfon who appoints it, 
which has a natural tendency to produce, or by the 
fame appointment will be followed, by a more exten- 
five and lafting good. And this we may fairly pre- 
fume, from the proofs already given of the neceflar 
goodnefs of the Creator, will at lait be found to hold 


true, 
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true, witly refpect to all the unavoidable evils, that any 
part of the creation fuffers. 

He obferves farther, that it is very unfair to argue 
againft the goodnefs of God, from the evils that ac- 
tually infeft human life; fince the far greater part of 
them are introduced by ourfelves, againft the manifeft 
fcheme and defign of the Creator, and muft be wholly 
charged on the voluntary abufe of our faculties, and 
the unnatural exceffes cf our paffions. Whence it 
follows, fays he, that the only fure way to form a 
right judgment in this cafe is, to confider what the 
{tate of the world would be, if all its rational inha- 
bitants conftantly followed the order of nature, and 
the rules prefcribed by the author of it. This will 
difcover to us God’s creation an{wering the plan of it 
in his infinite mind: every other is a falfe view, that 
can give us no idea of his real charaéter ; becaufe it 
only fhews us the corruption and diforder of his 
works. As therefore it is a certain truth, confirmed 
by the experience of all ages, that if men were uni- 
verfally cautious and prudent, diligent and induftri- 
ous —they would probably fucceed in moft- of their 
reafonable defigns, and be crowned with profperity ; 
that if they were all juft and generous, and aéted on 
the ftri€t principics of probity and honour — refpect 
and friendfhip, peace and harmony, would flourifh 
among them, the molt defirable advantages of civil 
life would be fecured, and the mifchiefs arifing from 
treachery, oppreffion, difcord and violence, would be 
in a great meafure prevented ; and that if they were 
all temperate — they mutt of neceflity enjoy a vaftly 
larger proportion of health, of vivacity and ftrength of 
mind, of refolution and inward compofure ; and as 
this appears from their very frame, and the eftablith- 
ed tendency of things, to be the courfe of action, 
which their Creator intended they fhould purfue, our 
reafon immediately leads to this conclufion, that the 
origina! conflitution ia this lower world, was admi- 
rably calculated to promote our happinefs, and, if 
fteadily adhered to, would render our prefent fituation, 
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upon the whole, very convenient and comfortable; 
And.we ourfelves are, in innumerable inftances, the uns 
happy inftraments of our own mifery 5 turning many 


fruitful parts of the earth into deférts ; inventing va-' 
rious unnatural fcenes of terror and cruelty ; {preading 
flavery and defolation, and'a melancholy face of diftreis 
and ruiny over the moft flourifhing countries 3 invad- 
ing each other’s moft valuable rights and liberties; 
and, in a word, pérplexing our own minds, while 
we difturb and torment our fellow-creatures, 

Thefe are none of them to be reckoned as the 
works of God, which his hand hath wrowght; but 
as dreadful monuments of human pride, avarfce, and luft 
of power, and other equally unnatural and pernicious 
vices, So'that the objection raifed from the vifible appear 
ances of évil, is built on a complication of falfe facts, 
which aré thefe —That the actual condition of man is 
his natural condition—that if mifery really prevails, the 
frame of nature could not have been defigned at firft, 
nor wifely adapted to promote happinefs—and that God 
is not only anfwerable for-his own purpofes and opera- 
tions, but for the wilful irregularities and diforders of his 
creatures, He adds, that this objections; which has 
been fhewn to involve fo many abfurdities in it, is 


wholly founded on a groundlefs and improbable pre- 


fumption, viz. that the prefent is an entire, indepen- 
dent, unconnected fcene, that has no relation to any 
future ftate of being; a prefumption that does not at 
all fuic with the moral, active, and vaftly improveable 
facultiés of the mind of man, nor, confequently, with 
true philofophy, 

The doctor makes it farther appear, on this head, 
that the origin of evil, as it ftands in the preéfent ar- 
gument to be difcuffed, can in no other way be ac- 
counted for, than by fuppofing it to be either the ap- 
pointment, or at leaft the permiffion of a good being. 
His meaning is, not that real and abfolute evil may te 
afcribed to goodnefs, as its proper caufe, but ony 


feeming, mitigated evil; the evils complained of in 


human life, the evils objééted to, by difeontent, of 
E atheilm 5 
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atheifm ; confidered in their original appointment, 
their end, their ufes, their manifeft tendency toa vi- 
fible and extenfive good: and thele he proves could 
never have taken place, but under the government 
and order of fupreme benevolence. A malevolent 
principle, fays he, could not be the cavfe of them, 
becaufe thefe are evils with a preponderance of good. 
A capricious being, alternately actuated by good and 
evil difpofitions, cannot be the caufe of this evil, be- 
caufe it has been one unvaried operation, in all ages: 
which is the mark of uniform and fteady defign; 
whereas wanton humour is blind and soving, and liable 
to infinite unaccountable ftarts and diverfities. And, 
for the fame reafon, it cannot poffibly be afcribed to 
chance, which is equally incapable of obferving regular 
proportions, equally inconfiftent and indeterminate, 
and ever varying from itfelf. Fate on the other hand, 
being rigid and inflexible, muft maintain as to indi- 
viduals, as well as upon the whole, the fame precife 
actual fcene of happinefs, or extreme of mifery 5 con- 
trary to uniyerfal experience. There, therefore, only 
now remains the Manichean doétrine of two principles, 
to account for the origin and rife of evil. And this 
can by neither party be admitted, becaufe both deny, 
that the exact proportions of good and evil, in the 
univerfe, are equal: which could be the only ground 
of an united operation between two beings of equal 
wifdom and power, but of directly contrary difpofi- 
tions. And if all thefe {chemes fail; if neither two 


_ oppofitce and independant powers; if neither fate 


nor chance, if neither a malevolent nor a capricious 
deity could be the caufe of the univerfe, as it now 
exifts, there being no other poffible caufe in nature 
to be affigned, its origin muft be imputed to a being 
of abfolute benevolence, deftitute of the leaft mixture 
of any contrarious and oppofing principle. 

.. Let us now proceed one ftep further, continues he, 
and fee whether, from the charaéter of evil itfelf, 
there are not plain indications of the benevolence and 
gracioufnels of the firft caufe. Evil follows from thofe 
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Jaws of nature which are moft ufeful, and moft nes 
ceflaty: and. thus far, of itfelf, it plainly fhews us, 
that it was not defigned as mifchief upon the whole ; but 
that it is only an accidental confequence of a contti- 
tution wifely framed for the greater general good. 
Evils are again, in innumerable inftances, medicinal ; 
fuch as remorfe of confcience, and the natural calami- 
tous effects of vice; and, confequently, they repre- 
fent to us the friend and the phyfician, and not the 
determined foe, of mankind, and the corrupter of 
their happinefs — They .are frequently the means of 
happinefs, by human nature not otherwife attainable, 
or, at leaft, of exalting the tafte and relifh of its 
leafures, Even the moft ingenuous, laudable, and 
godlike affections of human nature muft always fup- 
pofe a poffibility of pain and fuffering, when they are 
oppofed and controuled ; and however adapted to 
ferve the nobleft purpofes, by being falfe and mifplaced 
affections, they may multiply the caufes of our mifery. 
Refentment, the natural repeller of injuries, and pro- 
vider for immediate felf-defence, may be aggravated 
into revenge and malice: Emulation, the chief fpur 
to great purfuits, may {well into exhorbitant and de- 
' ftructive ambition : but the fource was originally good, 
and the luxuriant excrefcencies could only fpring from 
a generous root. And if we examine any other ins 
ftances, we fhall find, that the intention and view of 
the God of nature was kind and gracious in them all, 
There is nota fingle exception that can be named 3 
not one cafe, which can be fhewn to have a different 
direction; mot one, even the moft minute circum- 
ftance of unneceffary evil ; no one feeming evil, how- 
ever trivial, and thought below the fceptic’s notice, 
but what was defigned in the end to terminate in 
good. , 
The author concludes this chapter with fome prac- 
tical inferences, and proceeds, in the feventh, to treat 
of the Power and Providence of God.But of this in 


E 2 Tis 





— 


ee eee a 


4 
E 








il ne eae 


i ag ste Rape 





372 +The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


This month was publifbed Number 486 of the Philophicat 
Tranfactions of the Royal Society. Quarto, pages 
275. Price2s.6d. Printed by Mr. Davis in Hol- 
bourn. Containing, 


I, N abftract of the remarkable cafe ‘and cure of 

a woman from whom a Fetus was extracted, 
that hadbeen lodged thirteen years in one of the Fallo- 
pian tubes. 

II, The motion of projectiles near the earth’s fur- 
face confider’d, independent of the properties of the 
conic fections. 

III. The cafe of Henry Axford, who récover’d the 
ufe of his tongue, after having been four years dumb, 
by means of a frightful dream. | 

IV. Extract of a Jeter, concerning the bearing of 


V. The fubftance of fome experiments of planting 
feeds in mofs. 

VI. Infcription upon a Roman altar found near Stan- 
bope in the bifhoprick of Durbam. 

VII. Continuation of an account of Mr. Catefby’s 
effay towards a natural hiftory of Caroling and the Ba- 
bama iflands. . 

VIII. Letter concerning an extraordinary fifh, called 
in Rufia Qua; and concerning the ftones called 
Crabs-eyes. 

- IX. Brevis biftoria naturalis, frve de vita, genere, 
moribufque Muris Alpini. 

X. Part of a letter from Abbé Nolet, concerning 
Eleéiricity. 

XI. Several eflays towards difcovering the laws of 
Eleéiricity ; by Mr. Fobn Ellicott, F. R. 8. 

XII. A brief account of a Reman Tessera. 

XI. Account of a learned divine, who was born 
with two tongues. | 

XIV. Upon the founds and hearing of fithes. 


XV. Account of the poi/onous root lately found mixed 
among the Gentian. 2 


XVI. Ac- 
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XVI. Account of large fubterraneous, caverns in the 
chalk hills near Norwich. | 

XVII. Account of fome ob/ervations and experiments 
made in Siberia, » : 

XVIII. Novum reique medice utile eleéiricitatis in- 
ventum exponit Joannes Henricus Winkler. 

XIX. Letter from Mr. Henry Baker, F. R.S. con- 
cerning feveral medical experiments of E/eé#ricity. 


Extraét of article U1. communicated to the Royal Society, 
by the rev. Mr. Archdeacon Squire, F. R. 8. 


Henry Axford, fon of Henry Axford, Attorney, of 
the Devizes in Wilts, when a child was fubjeét to con- 
vulfion-fits, and.continued fo till he was 25 years of 
age, when his health became extremely good. At 
28 years old, going to -Longleat, he perceived a 
hoarfenefs coming upon him, attended with all the 
fymptoms of a cold, till, in about fix days he became 
quite fpeechlefs. His cold quickly went off in the 
-ufual manner, and he grew perfectly well, but ftill 
continued fpeechlefs ; nor could the phyficians procure 
him any relief. 

He continued dumb about 4 years, till one day, in 
Fuly, 1741. being from home; he got fo much in 
liquor, that upon his return he fell from his horfe 3 
or 4 times, and was at laft taken up by a neighbour, 
and put into a bed. He {oon fell afkeep, when, as 
he tells the ftory himfelf, dreaming that he was fallen 
into a furnace of boiling wort, it put him in fo great 
an agony, that ftruggling with all his might to call 
out for help, he actually did call out aloud, and re- 
covered the ufe of his tongue from that moment, 
without the leaft hoarfenefs remaining, or difcernable 
alteration in the former found of his voice. He is ftill 
alive, in good health, and has the ufe of his tongue as 
perfectly as ever, . 
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Article XV. An account of the poifonous root lately 
found mixed among the Gentian ; 2y Dr. Brocklefby. 


The following account is the beft I have receiv’d of 
the poifonous effcéts of a noxious root, lately found in 
a parcel of Gentian, and exhibited for ufe to feveral 
perfons inftead of ir. As it is attended with fuch dan- 
gerous confequences, I thought even an imperfect relat- 
10n of facts had better be given immediately, than to 
expect more circumftances, and wait fo long for them, 
till greater mifchiefs might happen, by the inattention 
of fuch as are conftantly adminiftring medicines. The 
following account was fent by a gentleman of Hamble- 
den parifh, Buckingbamfhire ; and is found to agree in 
general with fome other fatal inftances that have hap- 
pen’d fince in London. 

Mary Burgefs, aged 60 years, about 5 o’clock in 
the morning, drank of an infufion of ‘only one peny- 
worth (without other ingredients) of {uppofed Gentian- 
root, in halfa pint of white wine: Ic is uncertain what 
precife quantity fhe took ; but in two hours afterwards 
fhe falter’d in her fpeech, had twitchings and con- 
vulfions of her hands fo far, that the ignorant by-ftanders 
alleg*d the poor woman was drunk; and fo left her 
a-bed ull 12 o'clock, to fleep it out. On their return 
however fhe appeared much worle, was fpeechlefs, and 
remained fo 3 whole days, and did not know any body 
all that time. In her illnefs a purging came on, and 
at laf{t carried her off. 

Katharine Woodward, aged 44 years, took about a 
tca fpoonful of the fame wine, and foon after fell down 
fpeech]efs, and her limbs were paralytic near 36 hours : 
After that fhe recover’d her fpeech, but continued ill 
above a fortnight, and part of that time her under 
jaw was convulfed, and fhe bled both at-mouth and 
nofe, in the beginning. 3 

Mary Diggins, aged 33 years, tafted a much lefs 
quantity of the {ame wine than the former had done : 
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and though terrified at her neighbour’s bad fymptoms» 
fhe drank warm water with oil, in order to vomit 
yet fhe foon ftagger’d, and grew delirious, could not 
{wallow any folids, and loft the perfect ufe of her eye- 
fight a fortnight. 7 

The vague reports of thefe, and Mr. Pots’s cafes 
indac’d me to obtain the favour of 2 or 3 drugifts 
to look over fome Gentian-root, one parcel of which 
had no Jefs than a 20th part of a root which at firft 
fight was difcover’d to be no Gentian. 

This root, for which we have yet no name, is of a 
greyifh brown colour externally, but it is browner, 
and more refinous internally: Moft of that which I 
have feen, is about the thicknefs of a finger; tho’ 
fome is much larger and whiter; which is a reafon 
with feveral for thinking there are two forts of it ; and 
indeed fome pieces emit a ftronger and more naufcous 
fmell: But this I apprehend may be occafion’d only 
by a larger quantity of refin in them, All of them 
are of an acrid pungent tafte, and leave a drynefs on 
the tongue. 

I judg’d it therefore neceffary to try what effects this 
root might have on dogs, that I might thereby the better 
conjecture concerning them on the human fpecies; and 
though no man has any right wantonly to torture 
or deftroy in a cruel manner the leaft animal; yet 
when good purpofes are anfwer’d in the whole of things 
by inferior natures yielding to fuperior ones, a man 
may, without juft imputation to his moral character, 
facrifice the intereft of a bafer order. to the happinefs 
of one fuperior. 

With this intention I decoéted half an ounce of this 
unknown root, powder’d grofsly in ten ounces of fair 
water, till two are evaporated ; then let the decoction 
itand 6 hours. After this I gave half of it, ftirring 
up the powder, to a young dog. This made him in- 
ftantly foam at the mouth ; he grew fick, and vomited 
ome of the dofe; yet in lefs than half an hour reel’d 
ike one drunk, had twitchings of his limbs, and after 
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fome time the motion ‘of his heart was irregular, and 
intermittent, though ftrong: He was fleepy about 
an.hour, but came gradually to himfelf in half an 
hour more, and eat victuals, which before he refus’d. 
Two days after, the fame dog took 4 ounces of 
decoétion of Gentian made as {trong as the former ; 
but I difcover’d not any bad fymprom from it. Tufed 
this quantity, as Gentian-root is fometimes given to 
that quantity in the practice of phyfic, It is above 
ten days fince he took the firft decoction ; and hitherto 
continues well, 
_ Another dog took above a dram weight of the 
unknown root, finely powder’d, and mix’d with but- 
ter: It inftantly made him foam from the mouth, 
and caus’d fudden vomiting, and, in half an hour, 
weaknefs of his limbs, and ftaggering, which lafted 


half an hour, and bes he recover’d., 


I tried to give a larger quantity to another dees 


but it being too much like other irritating medicines, 


caufed fo great a vomiting, as deftroy'd the effects 
which a fmaller quantity had before produc’d. 

One of the dogs had fome loofe ftools after taking 
it; another urin’d plentifully. 

Like experiments have been made by Mr. Pearce 
at St. Thomas’s hofpital, which had nearly the fame 
event. 

Though none of the dogs were killed by this drug, 
but remain to appearance well, yet all apothecaries 
have fufficient reaion to examine very ftrictly their 
Gentian, and to rejeét what they find not genuine, 
fince one of the women before mention’d, and a man 
that | have heard of, are both dead ; and fince Gentian 
is of general ufe in medical compolitions, as well as the 


primary ingredient in the cordial bitters ladies make 
for their own ufe. 
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KIX..4 Letter from Mr. Henry Baker, PR: $. to 
the Prefident, concerning feveral medicinal expeti- 
ments of Electricity. : 


§ IR, 

Though perhaps as many curious and well-contrived 
experiments have been made in Zngland as in all other 
parts of Europe, to difcover the general laws and pro- 
perties of cleétricity ; we have not hitherto attended to 
the effeéts that may be thereby produced in the bodies of 
living animals, any further than to affure ourfelves 
they may be killed thereby ; a fuppofition that difeafes 
may be cured by means of this power, having met 
with fo little countenance amongft us, that very few 
trials have been made, to afcertain what, in diftem- 
per’d cafes, it can or cannot perform. Foreigners, 
on the contrary, feem fond of believing, that the fubril 
ele€tric fluid (be it fire, zether, or whatever elfe) which 
can pervade all bodies, and (being accumulated) even 
kill an animal, in certain circumftances, and by cer- 
tain methods of application, may, poffibly, in other 
circumftances, and applied in different degrees, and 
by different methods, fo operate on the fluids or folids, 
and perhaps on both, that very beneficial and falutary 
effects * may refyle therefrom. | 

With this view the abbé Nollet made feveral ex- 
periments on living birds, kittens, and human bodies ; 
and if we may give credit to the accounts thereof 
communicated to us, he found, in every trial, that 
perfpiration was fo confiderably promoted thereby, as 
to caule a very fenfible difference between the weight 
of fuch animals as had been electrified, and others of 
the fame kind that were treated exactly alike in every 
refpect befides: Whence he naturally concludes, that, 
in cafes where it is neceffary to quicken the circulation 
of the fluids, and throw off a greater quantity of the 
perfpirable matter, eleéfricity mufl be greatly ufeful. 


? Asis fuggelted by Dr. Mortimer in Tranfaa. n. 475, p. 479+ 
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The philofophers in Italy and Germany have ape’ 
ied their induftry to difcover by experiment, how: 
electricity may, fimply and in itfelf, be of fervice » 

in feveral difeafes, and likewife how far it may -con- 
duce towards conveying the more fubtile and active: 
effuvia of ufeful medicines, either in the whole body, 


or in fome diftempered part. Mr. Watfon read, 
laft Tharfday, before the Royal Society, an abitract. of 
the preceding paper, fent to Dr. Mortimer from Leipfic, 
by profeffor Winckler, of feveral experiments ‘to this 
purpofe, made at Venice by M. Pivati, and repeated 
afterwards by himfelf at Leip/c with: the fame fuccefs, 
He gives inftances of faturating, by electrification, 
with the effuvia of balfam of Peru, and of fulphur, fo 
as to produce very remarkable effects ; and of taking 
a fit of the gout away intirely, by conveying into the 
part afflicted the fanative effluvia of warm and difcu- 
tient drugs. , 
My ingenious friend Dr. Fo/feph Bruni, one of the 
principal phyficians at Turin, and fellow of our Roya? 
Society, has likewife fent to me an account, lately re- 
ceived by him, of experiments made- at Rome, and 
at Bologna ; which I now, Sir, lay before you, in order 
to fhew what attempts to the fame purpofe have been 
made in different countries, and by different people — 
The doctor informs me, that at Turin they -have re- 
peated, with great fuccefs, the electrical experiments 
made in England, whereof i had fent him printed 
accounts ; that people all over J¢a/y are bufily at work 
making electrical experiments ; and that, at Bologna, 
the electrical power has been applied to the cure of 
difeafes. He then gives me a tranfcript of an account 
fent him from thence in the Frezch language, which, 
tranflated, is as follows. , 
A man, who had been for a whole twelvemonth deaf 
of one ear, with a continual noift in it like the run- 
ning of water, attended with moft violent pain when- 
ever he lay with that ear uppermoft, coming to Dr. 
Verati for advice, the do¢tor electrified him, bringing 
| out 
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out abundance of fiery {parks around the:diftemper’d 
ear; which, in about five minutes that the eleCtrifica- 
tion was continued, became as fed as if a bliftering 
plaifter had been applied to it. But the rednefs difap- 
red in a few minutes after, the {patient pafied the 
night with lefs pain and noife, and was perfectly cured 
of his diforder. 

A footman belonging to the faid doctor, being 
taken fuddenly ill of a violent pain in the head, which 
continued many hours, he was thereupon electrified, 
the dcétor caufing the fparks of fire to iffue from the 
temple wherein the pain was felt. ‘The part appeared 
red, the pain abated; in three hours it was intirely 
gone, and has never returned fince. 

A woman that nurfed one of the doétor’s children, 
having had a moft grievous diforder in her eyes for 
fome months, with a continual running of water from 
one of them, and a conftant pain over the eye-lid, 
came to the doctor for advice; who immediately elec- 
trified her, bringing out the fiery {parks about the eye 
and eye-lid, whereby the eye appeared very much 
bloood-fhot; but that went off in 7 or 8 minutes. 
The woman felt Jefs pain the following night, and 
opened her eye in the morning more eafily, and with- 
out being obliged to wipe it, as fhe did before: The 
watry humour and pain were much diminifhed; and 
the doctor hoped, that, by repeating the operation 
twice more, he fhould be able to cure her quite. 

Dr. Bruni gives me next his information from Rome; 
which is, that a gentleman there cover’d the internal 
furface of a cylinder of glafs (which fome ufe inftead 
of a globe) with a purgative medicine; and that a 
man, electrified therewith, found on the fpot the fame 
effects as if he had fwallowed the medicine. He then 
recommends to us in England to try how far the elec- 
tric power may be of fervice in diftempers. 

Thefe cafes, Sir, and particularly the laft, as it may 
to fome appear extravagant and whimfical, I fhould 
have been cautious of bringing before the Royal Society, 
had you not judged it proper they fhould be added to 
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thofe fimilar accounts from other places which. were 
read to us laft meeting. I think neither myfelf nor. 
Dr. Bruni anfwerable for the truth of thefe facts, as 
we relate no more than what we have received. In 
truth, all the phenomena in electricity are fo wonderful, 
that it is fcarcely prudent to deny the poffibility of any 
iccounts concerning it, till we have made experiments 
arefully ourfelves. We are very fure it is poffible to 
ender a living body replete with electrical effyvia, or 
to tranfmie and fend fuch effuvia through a living be- 
dy, in a ftream, as long as we think proper: we are 
not fure that it is impoffible for thefe effluvia to con- 
vey with them into that living body the moft fubtile 
and active effuvia of other fubftances; and if they can 
do fo, the effects fuggefted are not wholly improba- 
ble; for feveral experiments have proved, that a very 
minute quantity of medicine, transfuled directly into 
the blood, and circulating fluids, will have the fame 
effeét as a large dofe thereof taken into the ftomach, 
Therefore even this laft cafe, romantic as it may feem, 
fhould not be abfolutely condemned withouta fair tryal; 
fince we all, I believe, remember the time, when thofe 
phenomena in electricity, which are now the moft com- 
mon and familiar to us, would have been thought de- 
ferving as little credit, as the cafe under confideration 
may feem to do, had accounts of them been fent us 
from Rome, Venice, or Bologna, and had we never ex- 
perienced them ourtelves, 
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LEsprit prs Lorx: or, the Spirit of Laws 
continued, 


Exrract, containing the Effects of the Conftitution 
| and Climate of England. 


I. Effeéts of the Conftitution. 


“IAHE cultoms of an enflaved nation conftitute part. 


of its flavery; thofe of a free nation part of its 
liberty. 

I have in the eleventh book (fee pages 229 and 241 
of the review) laid down the principles of the confti- 
tution of a free people: Jet us now fee the effects that 
were naturally to arife from the national! character that 
may have been formed on, and the manners that refule 
from, thefe principles. 

I do not fay that the climate may not have a confide- 
rable fhare in producing the laws, the motals, and the 
manners of this nation: bat I aver that the morals and 
manners of this nation muft necéffarily bear a creat af- 
finity to its laws. 

As, in this ftate, there muft vifibly exift two diftin® 
powers, the legiflative, and the executive : and that 
every fubjec&t would enjoy a freedom of will; and 
might turn his independence to what account he pléaf- 
ed; the greateft part would have more affection for one 
of thefe powers than for the other, the greater number 
of men having rately equity, or good fenfe enough to 
attach themfelves equally to them both. 

And as the executive powér, in virtue of the em- 
ployments in its gift, might give people great hopes, 
and never fears, all who had expeétations of, or in- 
terefts in thofe employments, would of courfe be irs 
clined to fidé with ic; whilff any attacks upon it 
would be made by thofe who had nothing to hope for 
from it, 

All the paffidns béing, in fuch 2 country, at liberty 
to fhew themfclves, hatred, envy; jealoufy, a violent 
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defire of riches, places, or diftin¢tions, would appear 
in their full cope: and indeed were it not to be fo, the 
ftate would be in the condition of a man brought down 
by ficknefs, who has no pafiions, becaufe he had no 
ftrength. : i, 

The hatred that would fubfift between the two par- 
ties, would be a lafting one, becaufe impotent on both 
fides, ' 

Thefe parties being compofed of freemen, if one 
got too. much the upper hand, and the other was con. 
fequently depreft, the nation would take the weaker 
fide, in like manner as the hands naturally move to 
affift the body, and reftore its equilibrium. 

As every private perfon, being ever independent, 
would each follow his own particular whim, or caprice, 
they would often change parties, deferting one, per- 
haps, in which they lefe behind them all their friends, 
to go over to one in which they would find all their 
enemies: in fuch a nation too, the common laws of 
friendthip, as well as thofe of hatred, would be often 
fet afide, or acted counter to. 

The king himfelf would, in fome fort, be in the 
condition of a private perfon, and, againft the ordina- 
ry maxims of prudence, often forced to give his confi- 
dence to thofe who had the moft offended him, and to 
difplace thofe who had the beft ferved him, doing thus 
by neceffity, what other princes do by choice. 

People are afraid of having a Good efcape them, 
of which they have no fixed idea, and which may be 
difguifed, or mifreprefented to them: then it is the na- 
ture of fear to magnify its objects: thus a nation might 
be uneafy about its fituation, and apprehend itfelf in 
danger, at the time of its greateft fecurity. 

And that in fo much the more, that thofe who 
would be the moft violent in the oppofition to the exe- 
cutive power, would of courfe, fcarce avow their mo- 
tivesof felf-intereft, but endeavour to augment, by all 
means, the terrors of the people, who could thus ne- 
ver be {rightly certain: whether their danger was real, 


or imaginary. But even this uncertainty might we 
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tribute to make them take wholefome meafures to avoid 
thofe real dangers they might thereafter be liable to. 

But the legiflative body, fuppofing it to enjoy the 
confidence of the public, better informed as it is of 
things, might bring back the people from any illim- 
preflions that had been given them, and calm their 
emotions. ! 

This is the great advantage which this government 
has over the antient democracies, in which the people 
had an immediate power: for when the orators had 
ftirred it up,.thofe agitations were always conftantly 
followed by effects. 

Whereas, in the nation we treat of, thofe vague ter- 
rors thus impreft on a people, having no determinate 
object, would only produce vain noify bickerings, and 
invectives: and. would have alfo this good effect, that 
they would keep the fprings of government on ‘their 
bent, and the fpirits of the fubjeét alert and watchful. 
But if thefe terrors were occafioned by any breach of 
the fundamental laws of the conftitution, they would 
then become fullen, fierce, dreadful, and productive of 
revolutions. 

Then would one fee the face of a falfe and dange- 
rous calm, during which all orders would re-unite a- 
gainft that power which violated the laws. 

If, in that feafon when the difquiets of the people 
had no particular certain obje€t, a foreign power was to 
threaten the nation, or alarm it with any danger to its 
welfare, or reputation: then would inferior interefts 
give way to the greater,. and all re-unite in favour of 
the executive power. 

But if thefe intcftine difputes were owing to a viola- 
tion of the fundamental laws, and a foreign power 
threatened the ftate at that junéture, there would pro- 
bably happen a revolution that would neither change 
the form of the government or conftitution: for thofe 
revolutions that liberty brings about, are no other than 
confirmations of liberty. 


; A free nation may have a deliverer: a conquered na- 
tion only another oppreffor. 
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_-For whoever has ftréngth enough to difpoffefs amab- 
folute prince_of his power, has, enough to put himfelf 
in his, place. 

As, towards enjoying liberty, it is neceffary that 
every man may fay what he thinks, and that towards 

referving it, it is alfo neceflary that he /bould fay what 
he thinks, a fubjeét in this ftate, would fay or write 
whatever the laws had not exprefly forbidden to be fiid, 
or wrote. | 

This nation conftantly kept warm, would be eafier 
led by its paffions, than by meer reafon, which never 

roduces great effects on the minds of men: and it » 
would be eafy for thofe who governed it to bring it to 
undertake things againft its true interefts, : 

_ This nation would be paffionately fond and jealous of 
its liberty,, becaufe its liberty is a real, fenfible good: 
and it might happen that in its defence the fubjects 
would facrifice property, tranquility, and all other ins 
terefts: they would voluntarily, in its behalf, load 
themfelves with the moft burthenfome taxes, and fuch 
as an arbitrary prince would not dare to lay his fubjects 
under. 

But at this nation would be thoroughly fatisfied of 
the neceflity of thefe taxes, the people would pay them 
in the well-grounded hopes of paying them no longer 
than the occafion required: thus the burthens would be 
in faét, not fo light as the fenfe of them, whereas in 
fome fiates the fenfe of them is incomparably feverer 
than the ill itfelf abftraétedly is. 

This nation would have a certain credit, becaufe it 
would borrow within itfelf, and pay itfelf. It might 
alfo'undertake above its natural {trength, and employ 
againft its enemies, thofe immenfe imaginary riches, to 
which the public credit, and the nature of its govern- . 
ment, have given the ftamp and currency of reality, 

In order to preferve its liberty, it would borrow of 
its fubjects, and thofe fubjeéts, from a fenfe that the 
public credit would be deftroyed were the nation to be 
conquered, would have’ an additional motive to éxer 
their efforts in defence of its liberty. , 


As 

















For SEPTEMBER, i749. 48% 


- Asthis nation inhabits an ifland, the making of con- 

quefts would not be its object, becaufe feparate tracts of 
conquered country would only ferve to weaken it. 
The foil of this ifland being fertile, it would yet lefs 
{tand in need of war to enrich it: and a$ one fubject 
would be independent of another, each would value 
his own liberty more than the glory of any fet of fel- 
low-fubjeéts, or of a fingle perfon. | 

In this country, the military-men would be confi- 
dered as belonging to a profeffion that may be ufeful, 
and is often dangerous; as people whofe fervices keep 
the nation itfelf on a painful guard; and the civil qua- 
lifications would of courfe be more efteemed in it. 

Such a people made eafy and happy by a ftate of ‘li- 
berty and peace, as well as delivered from the tyranny 
of deftructive prejudices, would naturally take a com- 
mercial turn. 

This ‘nation being poffeft of thofe primitive mate- 
rials of trade, out of which are made chofe things to 
which the hand of the artift add fo great a value; it 
would eftablifh fuch fettlements as might procure to it 
the benefit of thefe gifts of nature in their utmoft 
extent, 

This nation being fituate to the northward, and 
wanting a number of articles of merchandzie, which 
its own climate could not produce, muft. neceffarily 
drive a confiderable trade with the more fouthern na- 
tions, amongft which it would felect thofe with which 
they could carry it on to the beft advantage, and make 
treaties reciprocally ufeful. 

In a nation, where on one fide there was extreme 
opulence, and on the other exceffive duties, there 
would be fcarce any living, without induftry, for fuch 
as have feanty fortunes; fo that numbers, under pre- 
text of voyages, or healch; would banith themfelves 
of their own accord, and go in queft of affluence even 
into the countries of flavery itfelf, 

A trading nation muft fuppofe a number of different 
and particular little interefts, fo that it may thwart or 
be thwarted by others, in an infinite number of di- 
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fections, This would of courfe render it extremely 


fore and jealous, fo that it would often be more a 


grieved at the profperity of others than fenfible of its 


own. 


And its laws, in other refpects, fo mild and eafy, 
might be fo rigid with regard to the commerce and 


‘navigation of other nations with it, as to make them 


feem calculated for.a trade only with its enemies, 
If this nation fent any colonies abroad, it would be 
‘more with a view toextend its trade than its dominion, 
As it is natural to feek to fettle in other countries 


-the cuftoms and laws of one’s own; it would give to 


the people of its colonies that model of its own govern- 
ment; and this form carrying with it its ufual prof- 
perity, would contribute to eftablifh great and flourifh- 


‘ing nations in the wilds and forefts thefe colonies 


were fent to cultivate and inhabit. 

Having formerly conquered another neighbouring 
nation (Ireland) which by its fituation, the commo- 
dioufnefs of its fea-ports, the nature of its products, 
might create jealoufy, it would, notwithftanding it had 


- given it its own laws, -hold this conquered nation in 


great dependence, fo that the fubjeét would be free, 
whilft the ftate itfelf fhould be enflaved. 


Thus that country might enjoy a very good form 
‘of civil government, but yet be oppreft by ‘the law of 


-nations; which from one to the other would bear fo 


hard, that its profperity would be merely precarious, 
and held, .at pleafure, of the other’s lordfhip. 


The fovereign-nation, inhabiting a great ifland, and’ 


‘in poffeffion of a vaft trade, would have all forts of 


conveniences for keeping a great fea-force ; and as the 
fecurity of its liberty would require no ftrong places, 
walled towns, or land-armies, there would be-a necel- 
fity of its having a powerful marine to defend it from 
anvafions, and which would be fuperior to that of alk 
other powers, who having occafion to employ their re- 


“venues in maintaining land-forces, would not have a 


fufficiency to keep up their marine in proportion. 
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The dominion of the fea has always given thofe 
fieft of it, a certain natural haughtinefs, ‘becaufe, as 
they feel themfelves able to infult every where, they are 
apt to conclude, that their power has no other bounds 


than the ocean itfelf. 


This nation might have a great influence in the 


affairs of its neighbours: For as its power would not 
be employed in making conquefts ; its friendfhip 
-would be more courted, and its refentment more dread- 


ed, than the inftabiliry of its govenment, and its in- 
teftine commotions, fhould feem to require. 
T hus it would be the fate of the executive power to be 
almoft always difquieted at home, and refpeéted abroad. 
This nation, whenever it became the center of the 


negotiations of Europe, would contribute more probity 


and good faith than others, becaufe its minifters being 
often obliged to juftify their conduct before a national 
council, their negotiations could not be kept fecret, 
and they would therefore be awed into fomewhat more 


-honefty,. than is the general. practice. 


Befides, as they would, in fome fort, be anfwer- 


.able for thofe events, which an unfair conduct might 


give rife to, their fureft fteps would be thofe taken in 


-the right road, 


When the nobility had, at a certain time, an im- 
moderate power in the nation, and the king found 
means to deprefs it, by raifing that of the commons, 


the critical point of extreme fervitude, was between 
_ that moment in which the power of the nobility was 


brought low, and that in which the commors began 
to feel theirs. 

_ Thisnation having been formerly fubjefted to <n ar- 
bitrary power, may have, in feveral points, preferved 
the ftyle of it, infomuch. that one may often fee the 
forms of an abfolute government kept up on the bot- 
tom. of a free one, 

_ With regard to religion ;_ as in this ftate-every fub- 
ject awould be left to his free-will, and would con- 


. fequently be guided by his.own fenfe ‘or ; fancy ; the 


cafe would be, that either there would prevail. great 
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indifference for all religions whatever, by which means 
the bulk would cling to the eftablifhed one, or that a 
zeal for religion in general would obtain, in which cafe 
the fects would be multiplied. 

It would not either be impoffible, that in this nation, 
there fhould exift fome who have no religion at all, 
and who neverthelefs would not fuffer, that any force 
fhould be ufed towards changing that religion which 
they would choofe, did they care to choofe at all: 
For they would eafily apprehend that their life and 
fortune are not more their property than their way 
of thinking, and that he who could take that from 
them, could yet eafier take the other. 

If amongft the different religions there was one * 
which had been attempted to be brought in by prac- 
tices equally tending to bring in flavery with ic: It 
muft neceffarily be odious to the nation, becaufe, as we 
naturally judge of things by their connexions, and the 
acceffaries we give them, this religion would never 
prefent itfelf to the mind, with the idea of liberty af- 
fociated to it. 

The laws againft thofe who profefs this religion, 
would not be bloody, becaufe the fpirit of liberty is 
averfe to fuch penalties ; but they would be fo reftric- 
tive that they would do it all the prejudice that can be 
done in cold blood. 

It might happen, for a number of reafons, that the 
clergy would have fo little credit, that'the reft of the 
fubjects would have more, fo that the clergy would 
itfelf, inftead of a feparation, choofe to fupport the 
fame burthens as the laity; and in that refpect make 
one body with them; but as, at the fate time, it 
would feek to draw the refpect of the people, it would 
diftinguith itfelf by a more retired life, a mote referved 
conduct, and a greater purity of manners. 

This clergy having no power to proteéct religion, 
nor to be protected by it, unable to compel, would 
feek to perfuade ; Their pens might produce excellent 
works to-prove revelation, and the Providence of God. 
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Its affemblies might be eluded, and the ftate might 
not fuffer it to corre&t its own abufes ; choofing, thus, 
by acaprice of liberty, to fee the reformation imper- 
feét, rather than allow the clergy to be the reformer, 

Thofe dignities that make part of the fundamenfa 
conftitution, would be more fixed than in other ftates: 
but on the other hand, the great, in this country of 
liberty, would be more on a level with commonalty : 
Thus the ranks would be more feparate, and the per- 
fons more confounded. 


As thofe who govern, enjoy.a power, which, as one: 


may fay, is let down and ‘wound up, from day to day, 
they would pay more regard to fuch as ferve them, 
than to fuch as can divert them : So that there wouid 
be the lefs encouragement for fycophants; flatterers, 
buffoons, in fhort, for all thofe forts of people who 
make the great pay for amufing their idienefs. 

No one would be efteemed for frivolous talents, or 
endowments, but only for effential qualities, of which 
there are but two, riches, and perfonal merit. 

Luxury would obtain in this nation, but a luxury 
founded not on the refinements of vanity, but on that 
of real wants ; and the generality would look for in 
all.things, the pleafures only which nature had placed 
in them, 4 

The rich would enjoy a great fuperfluity of fortune, 
and yet have no tafte for trifles: So that numbers, 
having more money than occafions of expence, would 
employ it in odd unaccountable ways; and in this 
nation there would be more fenfe than tafte. 

As moft people would be taken up with their con- 
cerns of intereft; they would have little or none of 
that politenefs which is founded on idlenefs, and indeed 
they would not have time for it. 

The date of the politenefs of the Romans, is precifely 
the fame with that of the eftablifhment of arbitrary 
power amongft them. An abfolute government pro- 
duces idlenefs, and idlenefs begets politenefs. 

The more people are obliged to keep meafures 
with one another, and to be afraid of giving offence, 
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the more politenefs there is. But it is more. the -pp- 
licenefs of our morals, than of our manners, that ought. 
to diftinguifh us from the nations reputed barbarous, 

In a nation: where every. man, according to ‘his con~ 
dition, puts in, in fome fort, for the conduét af public 
affairs, the women can hardly be much with the men. 
They would in courfe be the modefter, or gather the 
bafhfuller : This bafhfulnefs would be their virtue, whilt 
the men, without any notions of ga'lantry, would take’ 
to a kind of debauchery with the fex, that would leave 
them all their liberty, and leifure. 

The Jaws not being made for one private perfon. 
more than for another, every one would think him- 
felf a kind of monarch, and the men in this nation 
would bé more properly confederates than fellow- 
fubjects. . 

If the climate had given to not a few a fpirit of 
difcontent, and extenfive views in this country, where 
the conftitution gives every body 4 fhate in the go- 
vernment of it, or at Jeaft in its political interefts, 
politics would be a very general topic ; and vou might 
fee people {pending their whole time in calculating 
fuch events, as, confidering the nature of things, and 
the caprices of fortune, that is to fay, of mankind, are 
{carce liable to any law of calculation. 

In a free nation, it is very often matter of great in- 
difference whether private perfons reafon right or 
wrong upon the public affairs ; it is fufficient that they 
reafois Thence arifes that liberty which is a fafeguard 
again{t any ill effects of thofe reafonings. 

So under an arbitrary government, it is equally 
pernicious to it, that the. fubject fhould reafon right 
or wrong: It is enough that he reafons at-all, for the 
principles of that government to be difpleafed thereat. 

Numbers, in this free country, carelefs whether 
they pleafe or not, would give themfelves up, refpec- 
tively, each to his own humour: Many with great 
good fenfe would be tormented by the quicknefs of it 5 
and in their difdain or difouft at every thing, they 
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would be unhappy amidft a thoufand reafons not to 
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As no fubject would bein, awe of another fubject, the, 
character of the people would be haughty, for the. 
haughtinefs. of kings is founded but on their indepen-. 


dence. 
Free nations. may be proud, others can, only, be. 
vain. 


But thefe men, fo haughty, living much amongft 


themfelves, when they come among ftrangers, would, 


be commonly bafhful, and one fhould, for the moft. 
part, obferve in them an odd mixture of bafhfulnefs. 
and pride. 

The character of this nation would appear, above 
all, in its literary productions, which would carry the 
mark of profound abftraét meditation, and of writers 
who had thought much.to. themfelves. 

Society acquaints us with the follies and ridicules of 
mankind, folitude turns us more towards a fenfe of 
its vices: Thus their fatyrical writings would be ex- 
tremely bitter, and there would be many Fuvenals 
amongft them for one Horace. 

In monarchies perfectly abfolute, the hiftorians be- 
tray the caufeof truth, becaufe they have not the liber- 
ty of telling it: in countries extremely free, they de- 
viate from: truth, upon the account of liberty itfelf, 
which always producing divifions, they become as much 
the flaves to party-prejudice, as the others are to defpo- 
tic power, 

Their poets would oftener have that original rough- 
nefs which characterifes invention, than a certain deli- 
cacy formed by tafte; and their works would offer 
fomewhat more refembling the boldnefs of a Michael 
Angelo, than the graces of a Raphael, 


if, Errects refulting from the CuimaTe of 
ENGLAND. 


In a nation where the peculiar diftemper of the cli- 
mate is fuch, that it affects the foul fo as to giveit adif- 
relifh for every thing, life itfelf not excepted; it is 
plain that the form of government mutt agree beft 
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with a people (to whom every thing is infupportable) 
under which they cannot accufe any fingle perfon as the 
caufe of their difcontents ; and where the Jaws govern- 
ing more than any fet of men, they could not change 
the government without firft fubverting the laws them- 
felves. | 

Again, had that nation received from the climate a 
certain character of impatience, that would not fuffer 
the people to be long pleafed with the fame things, it 
is ftill plain that fuch a formof government, as I have 
mentioned, muft be the fitteft for them. 

This character of impatience is not of itlelf confi- 
derable, but may become it, and very greatly fo, when 
joined to courage. 

Ie differs from that levity which makes people un- 
dertake or relinquifh things without a reafon: it ap- 
proaches neareit to obftinacy in that it proceeds from fo 
quick and ftrong an apprehenfion of evils, that it is 
not even to be weakened by a habit of fuffering them. 

The character of this free nation would be extreme- 
ly proper to difconcert the projects of tyranny* which 
is always flow, and weak in its beginnings, as it is quick 
and active on obtaining its ends: which fhews at firft 
no more than one hand raifed for affiftance, and op- 
preffes afterwards with an infinite number of arms. 
Slavery is ever preceded by fleep. But a people who 
are never quiet in any fituation, and are inceffantly 
feeling about and fearching themfelves, to find out the 
fore places, can hardly be lulled to fleep. 

Policy is a file, that wears out flowly the oppofing 
rubs, and attains infenfibly its ends. Now thefe peo- 
ple of whom I treat, would fcarce endure the flow pace, 
the details, the phlegmatic, cool procedures of negotia- 
tions: they would often fucceed lefs in them than any 
other nation, and they would lofe by their treaties what 
they had gained by their arms, (; 


* By this term I underftand, the aétual or defigned deftruction of 
the eftablifhed government, efpecially democracy : this is the figni- 
fication given it amonft the Greeks and Romans, 
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Lettre 4 une jeune Dame nouvellement mariée. A Let- 
ter to a young lady newly married. London : Printed 
‘for J. Ofborn, Paternofter-Row., 4 Pamphlet’ in 
“gto. 18 Pages, with double columns of French and 
Englifh. Ar. uk 4 ‘ 


HIS humourous piece, is a letter wrote from a 
French lady to an Englijb one, refiding at Paris ; 

the whole being a criticifm on the manners, levities, 
and fafhionable follies of the fair fex in that country; 
and this criticifm is carried on in a {train of ironical ad- 
vice againft adhereing to the ridicules the young lady is 
fuppofed to have brought over from London,’ A thort 








extract will ferve at once for a fpecimen of the original 


and tranflation, 


Il y en a@ encore plus 
(d’art) a converfer legere- 
ment. Que de jolies chofes, 
que de reflexions utiles n’en- 
tendez-vous pas fur les robes 
dé la faifon, les rubans, les 
chignons, et la fagon, de fe 
mettre! comment ce flux a’ 
eloquence ne donne-t-il pas 
du reffort avitre langue ? 
vous Etes muette! vous ne 
favez pas méme rire! cet 
homme a la mode qui volti- 
geoit d'une beaulé a Pautre, 
qui femoit la belle bumeur 
par mille propos delicieux, 
qu'on applaudiffoit méme a- 
vant qu'il eut parlé, pit-il 


There is more art ftill 
in converfing in the light 
fmooth way. What a 
world of pretty conceits 
and ufeful refleCtions you 
will hear on the gowns of 
the feafon, the ribbands, 
the curling of hair, and 
the fafhionable dreffes! I 
wonder how fuch a torrent 
of eloquence does not give 
a {pring to your tongue, 
Why, you are dumb! you 
even know not how ta 
laugh! That man a/a mode 
who was fluttering from 
beauty to beauty, and fow- 
ing mirth by a thoufand 
enchanting difcourfes_ ; 
who was applauded even 
before he fpoke: that man 
cauld not force the leaft 
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vous arracher un figne de 
joye ?. quelle létargie ! 

Vous. ne vous éveillites 
qua la nouvelle que debita ce 
vieux militatre pour payer 
fon entrée. Vous la fai fites, 
vous citdtes un trait d bif- 
toire femblable. Vous par- 
lites politique et gouverne- 
ment, Savez vous ce qui 
fat dit lorfque vous eiites le- 
vé le fiége, qu'il falloit vous 
faire miniftre ou biftoriogra- 
phe du roi. Vous voulez 
penfer dans un pais ou il 
neff queftion que de parler. 


fymptom of fatisfaction 


out of you! whata lethar- - 


gy! 

Nothing could awake 
you but that piece of news 
with which the old officer 
paid hisadmitrance. You 
directly laid hold of. that, 
and quoted fomething pa- 
rallel to it from hiftory. 
You talked of polities and 
government: But do you 
know what was faid when 
your back was turned? 
That you muft be made a 
minifter of ftate, or hifto- 
riographer to the king, 


You are for thinking and 


reflecting in a country 
where talking is all that’s 
to be done. é. 





A brief biftorical account of the ret of the books, &c. 
publifh’d this month. 


I, Horedom, fornication and adultery, detected 
and Jaid open, with the fecret intrigues of 


the parties concern’d, &e. 


Pages 95. Price rs 





Bath printed, in 12mo. 


This pamphlet is a copy of 


the proceedings at law, in the affair betwixt lord Grey 
and lady Harriet Rerkeley, and her family ; in the 


reign of K. Fames II, This is that nobleman and lady 
whofe amours occafioned the publication of thofe two 
celebrated- volumes, entitled Jove-letters betwixt a 
nobleman and his fifter; with the hiftory of their ad- 
ventures *; under the names of Si/via and Philander. 


* Thefe two volumes are generally numbered among the works 
of the late Mrs. 4/ra Bebn, 


II. Cha- 
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II. Characters in dancing, drawn from real, life. 
Quarto, Pages 12. Printed for Owen, Fleet: treet. 
This Pamphlet does not appear to be wrote on any 
particular plan, or defign ;. but a collection of random 
thoughts, put together without connexion: * Which 
vague way of wriung, fays the author, in. an advertife- 
ment prefix’d to his poem, on fubjects of this fort, may 
perhaps have a better effect, than the moft ftudied 
method,?? Sometimes he ridicules the awkward mo= 
tion of perfons deform’d, or thofe who are naturally 
clumfy, Heavy, filly, &%c. Sometimes the antic {kip- 
ping of the fluttering coxcomb, Then he attacks af- 
fe€tation in general, And, after having fhewn what. 
dancing; is not, he gives his notion of what tt zs, in fix 





lines, which we fhall tranfcribe, as a fpecimen of his ° 


* 


poetry, wz. 


Do thou thy method on true reafon ground ; 
Dancing is motion modified by found. 

Learn from the country-wake, where nature’s guide, 
O’er every fwain true time, and ear prefide; 

See ruddy milkmaids fkim along the green, 

Their motion’s juft, tho’ ruftic is their mien. 


But, query, will the polite world approve of this dancing~ 


[choot ? 


III. A fermon preach’d at the triennial vifitation of 
the bifhop of Cdefer, in the parith church of Cartmel 
in the county of Lancafter ; June 2, 1749. By Fobn 
Afbton, M. A. Rector of Aldingham in Lancaftire and 
fellow of J.C. C. Publifhed by his Jordfhip’s com- 
mand. Quarto, 27 pages. Printed for Mefits. Ton- 
fons and Draper in the Strand, price 6d.—The text is 
Let no man defpife thee. Titus iit. 15. The difcourfe 
contains a lively difplay of thefe two oppofite characters, 
1. The amiable picture of him who anfwers the high 
truft to which he is called: A faithful fteward of the 
myfteries, a watchful fhepherd of the flock, a diligent 
preacher of the word of Chrift.—2. The contemptible 
figure of him, who negleéts the difcharge of thefe im- 
portant trufts, who idly forgets the improvement of 

his 
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his talents, and deferts, or betrays the caufe of virtue, 
the falvation of fouls, the fervice of his Saviour, and 
his God. | 
TV. An anfwer to the remarks of an unknown cler- 
gyman, on the vindication of the principles and praftice 
of proteftant diffenters. In a Letter to the remarker; 
by the authorMof the vindication, &c. Printed for’ 
F. Robinfon in Ludgate fireet, 12mo. Price 15. pages 88. 
As the former tras in this controverfy came out be- 
fore our review was fet on foot, we omit any extracts 
of this pamphlet. 
_V. Adetence of Dr. Middleton’s free enquiry, againft 
Mr. Dodwell’s free anfwer. By Frederick Toll, A. M. 
Rector of Dogmersfield, Hampfhire. 8vo0. Price 15. 6d. 
Pages 99.—This writer enters modeftly into the con- 
troverfy, the fubject of which, however, he appears 
to underftand very well. He is of opinion that the 
queftion ftarted by Dr. Middleton concerning the con- 
tinuance of miraculous powers in the Chriftian church, 
does not affect the demg of Chriftianity, or any way 
tend to weaken the great evidences upon which it 
refts. Yet as he obferves in his conclufion, -he does 
not take upon himfelf peremptorily to decide upon 
the queftion, whether miraculous powers did, or did 
not, fubfift in the Chriftian church after the days of 
the apoftles ?. the whole and only intent of his pam- 
phlet being to thew, that Dr. Middleton's hypothefis 
may be true, for any thing Mr, Dodwell has faid to 
difprove it. , 
VI. Great merit triumphant over fcandalous invec- 
tives, or, the characters of ¢wo of the moft eminent 
LORD CHANCELLORS that ever fill’d that high ftation, 
clear’d from the unjuft reflections lately publifhed in a 
weekly paper, and one of the magazines.—In a letter 
to a gentleman of the middle-temple, from his friend 
at Tunbridge. Odtavo. Price 6d. Printed for Owen 
and Barnes in London, and Frederick at Bath._—The 
two characters this pamphlet pretends to vindicate, are 
thofe of the great Bacon, and the prefent Lord Chan- 
cellor: Characters which will neither fuftain injury, 
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nor reap advantage from any thing faid‘of them in 
fuch performances as the above mentioned defence, 
and that which it is wrote in anfwer to. 

VII. The cafe of Charles Moore, late mafter-cooper 
of the victualling-office. Humbly offered to the confi- 
deration of the comiffioners for victualling his majefty’s 
navy. Oétavo. Price 6d, Pages 29. — We find by 
Mr. Moore’s account of his own conduct while in the 
above-mentioned office, that he had the misfortune to 
become obnoxious to the commiffioners, by what he 
reprefents as only his fingular induftry in difcharging 
the duties of his place, in fuch a manner as he thought 
moft conducive to the real fervice of both his king 
and country, efpecially during the late rebellion. 
However, as far as we can judge by his pamphlet, 
his mafters only looked upon him as an over-bufy 
man ; and his enemies taking hold of their unfavourable 
opinion of him, improved it to his difadvantage ; till 
at laft the confequence was a fudden difmiffion from 
his office, without allowing him to make any defence, 
This he looks upon as a very great injury done to a 
very good fervant of the publick ; and complains of it 
in the moft lively terms ; demanding a fair trial, and 
infifting, that if he was criminal enough to merit a 
difcharge, he mutt alfo deferve a greater punifhment, 
But, audi alteram partem. — However, if the cafe be- 
tween the commiffioners* and Mr, Moore be really 
as he has reprefented it, the public will doubtlefs think 
jt worthy fome attention; for he urges many faéts ; 
and feveral of them appear to be of very great impor- 
tance, 

VIII. Commentarius medicus de Aphthis noftratibus 
feu Belgarum Sprouw.- Autore Vincentio Ketelaer, 
Med. Dott. Nunc denuo editis & mendis expurgatus, 
curante. Joanne Smith, M. D. Price 1s. fold b 
Cooper, Pater-nofter-row. 

1X. The Con/pirators, a tragi-comic-opera; As it 
was acted in England and Ireland, with applaufe, 8vo. 


* Only tavo of the prefent commiffioners fat at that board when 
Mr. Moore was difmiffed the fervice, 
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Price 15. This piece vis addreffed ‘to the people of 
Great Britain and Ireland (in which ‘kingdoms the 
fcenes are laid) by ‘the author, who ftiles ‘himfelf a 
much-injur’d perfon in the drama; and who gives us 
to underftand, that his performance is founded upon a 
wery true flory, pretty well.known.—This very true ftory 
feemms.to be very partially reprefented, if one.may con- 
clude any ‘thing from the extraordinary virulence with 
which ‘fome characters in the drama are treated. ‘The 
plot, fuch as it is, is founded on fome law-proceed- 
ings, by which a certain lady had her children taken 
from under her own management, and entrufted to 
that of two guardians ; whom the author falls upon 
moft outragioufly, endeavouring to make it appear 
that they had foliicited and acquired their-traft, upon 
the moft felfith and wicked views: But the work is fo 
ftrangely and poorly executed, that we are perfuaded 
the author will fo far mifs e{ his point, as to.expofe 
no body, except himfelf, by his work. 

X. The new London method of arithmetic; contain- 
ing plainer.and fhorter rules for decyphering than.any 
ever yet publifhed. With an appendix ; fhewing how 
to keep'a book of houfhold expences; neceffary for all 


families. There is alfo added, which was never pub- 


lifhed before, the rule how to multiply feveral ‘figures 


‘by feveral, the produce of-which {hall be one. line 


only. By ohn Halliday, A.M. Printed for David- 


fon in the Peultry, Price 35. 


XI. A letter from Sir Richard Cox, Bart. to’ Thomas 


‘Prior, Efq; fhewing, from experience, a fure method 


to eftablifh the linnen manufacture, and the beneficial 


effects it will immediately produce. Oétavo, 'Pr. 15. 
Dudiin printed, London reprinted, and fold by Cooper 


in Pater-nofter-row. 
XII. The philofophical.and theological works of 
the truly learned John Hutchinfon, ‘E{g; containing, 
Vol. I. Mofes’s principia, part 1. containing an ac- 


-count of the diffolution and reformation of the earth. 


With.an effay to fhew, that theair was the rival fet up 
again{t God, and that agreat part of the bible was to 


‘fet-men right in that peint, Vol. Il. 
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Vol. Il. Mofes’s principia, part 2. being.an account 
of the natural agents which perform the operations of 
nature, viz. the air, or fire, light, and fpirir. 

Vol. Ill. Mofes’s fine principio; or, the meaning of 
the names and titles of Gods with an introduction to 
fhew the nature -of the fall, of »paradife, and of the 
body and foul. 

Vol. IV. The confufion of tongues, and trinity of 
the Gentiles; being an account of the origin of idolatry, 
confufion of languages, and thereby lofs of natural 
philofophy in the heathen world, which is preferved. in 
the bible - . 

Vol. V. Power effential and mechanical; or, what 
power belongs to God, and what to his creatures; in 
which the defign of Sir Ifaac Newton, and Dr. Samuel 
Clarke, is laid open. 

Vol. VI. Glory or gravity, or glory effential; and 
the cherubim explained.. 

Vol. VII. The Hebrew writings perfect; being .a 
detection of the forgeries of the ews; and an expla- 
nation of the various ways it pleafed God to exhibit 
himfelf, and the covenant of grace to men, in. 

Vol. VIII. Containing the religion of fatan, or na- 
tural religion ; and the dara in Chriftianity, part I, 

which are fhewn to be the only truths reafon can 
exercife itfelf upon. 

Vol. IX. The data in Chriftianity, part II. 

Vol. X. The human frame; or, agents that -cir- 
culate the blood explained. 

Vol. XI. Glory mechanical; or, the agents of na- 
ture, and manner of their agency explained \in con- 
firmation of the principia. With a treatife on the 
columns before the temple, to fhew that the fyftem 


was reprefented there, and its mechanical powers.claim- 
ed to God. 


Vol. XII. A colleétion of feveral traé&ts. On the 
inftincts in the feveral orders of creatures. On mining. 
_ Obfervations on things under,ground. With indexes, 

and a copious introductory preface, giving fome ac- 
count of the-author, ‘and in vindication of his writings. 


Printed 








’ 


yong 











ee 


re. Mae 
: 


yr 
ar 





yee 


* 
. 
* 
al 
oe 


ak g id 
ee A Re Ee 


s, =o hee en ee et me SE OT SE Cet wer 


ae 


-— 
- 


ve ern See Beer ae FE 


—~ eo oe 


ed ee 


a ew 


400 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 





Printed by fabfcription (in 12 vols 8vo.) by Hodgeson London-bridges 
After the 1f of November, 1749, the price will be2/. 10%, in 
fheets, which is 8s: more than the fubfcription. rn 
XIII A fermon preached before the Duke of Neawcea/f/e, chan- 
cellor, and the univerfity of Cambridge, upon Commencement Sun- 
day, June 2.1749. By Samuel Squire, D. D. archdeacon of Bath, 
and chaplain to the above duke. 4to. pages 24, price 6d. printéd 
for Bathurft in Flect-fireet. The text iss—Whence bath this 
man this wifdom, and thefe mighty works? iatth., xiii. 
A queftion which this dilcourfe is entirely confin’d to the {olution of. 
1V. The book-keeper’s guide. Wherein the’ theory of that 
art is clearly explain’d, and the pra€tice render’d eafy and familiar. 
In four parts. Containing, Part I. A fpecimen of book-keeping, 
afier the modern way of debtor and creditor; exemplified in the 
trades of a linen-draper and a grocer, and may be adapted to all 
other tradefmen and fhopkeepers. Part I]. The Jta/jan manner, 
by a double entry into the leidger ; and adapted to tradefmen and 
fhopkeepers, that either retail their ftock, or manufacture it, or 
both ; which in the leidger of this book is included under one ge- 
neral article or head, entitled merchandize. Part LII. Book-keep- 
ing in a domeftic trade, by double entry as aforefaid, and adapted 
to thopkeepers, and efpecially thofe who deal in a wholefale way ; 
wherein ftock is branched out into particulars, every one of 
which are fo many ftewards, and accountable for that part of the | 
~ ftock of which it confiits. Part 1V. What generally goes under 
the name of merchants accompts, both in a domeftic and foreign 
trade, and peculiarly belonging to merchants, whofe dealings fer 
the moft part run very much upon foreign trade: And the variety 
of the additional charges and syangce that attends the exportation 
and importation of goods, makes fuch a method of book-keeping 
of abfolute neceflity to them. The whole compris’d in a more 
plain and eafy manner than any hitherto extant ; with proper in- 
itru€tions to each book, and examples agrecable to modern practice. 
By Thomas Crosby, teacher of the mathematicks, in Hor/ley-down, 
in Southwark. Hedges 2s. 6d. 

XV. Macazin ve Lonpees. No. V. For the month of 4u- 
guft. Contams, among many other curious articles, sft. The con- 
tinuation of the differtation on medals. zdly. An extraét from 
the prefident Monte/quiou’s /pirit of laws, of all that he has faid 
material relating to the conilitution, laws, climate, manners, 
commerce, and liberty of this nation, colle&ed, and prefented 
to the reader in one view. jdly. A difcourfe on Lasour, 
which is one of the pieces of eloquence that won a prize 
in the /udi floralis of Toulouxe. 4thly. An ¢fflay upon Envy. A 
piece very much approved, andetteemed. sthly. An ecclogte 
of Mr. Pope, tranflated into French verfe, by Madam Montegut, 
a lady of great diftinction for wit and. genius. She has done the 
original jultice, as well as the Engl authors, in general, ina 
handfome preface prefixed to her tranflation. 6thly. An ode upon 
felf-murder. thly. A celebrated ode of Rowfzau, infcribed toM. 
Ufé, with an dtalian verfion of it by i/ Sign. Guingi, ambaflador 
at the court of Vienna, fromthe republic of Lucca ; which is little, 
if at afl, inferior to the original, and affords a good handle of ye 


parifon of the two languages. g 











